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Isolation 


By M. G. Silsbee 


OMETIMES our Lord doth want us to 
draw nearer 
And so with bands of seeming loss and 
pain 
He binds our hearts to His, and groweth 
dearer 
Than any earthly love or longed - for gain. 


He gives to us His own deep consolation 
So that, though friends forsake us, we can 
stand 
Rejoicing in our very isolation 
Since He dwells with us, in a hostile land, 


’ 


Praying Until— 


Christ tells us not to “cave in” as we 
pray. That is a literal meaning of “faint,” 
when our Lord spake a parable that “men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint” 
(Luke 18:1). The verb egkakeo means 
also to be weary, to lose courage. Have we 
ever done that as we have prayed? Rather, 
is there anyone who has not done it? Be- 
cause it is the temptation that attacks all 
of God’s children, the Lord pleaded with 
us not to do it. So let us pray, “pray 
without ceasing,” pray through—clear 
through. No matter how brazen the 
heavens may seem, no matter how long or 
hopelessly the answer may seem delayed: 
if we are praying for something that is 
God’s will, and praying in the name of 
Christ, let us continue to pray, without 
anxiety and with thanksgiving (Phil. 4: 
6). The time is coming when we shall be 
glad that we did. A Christian man writes 
a Christian friend — both of them in great 
need: “I prayed on my face before God 


for you this morning at five o’clock and 
will continue so to pray until praying days 
merge into praising ages.” If we will all 
pray until then, what wonders we shall see, 
both here and hereafter ! 


7 
Mr. Norton's Serious Illness 


Those who have watched with prayer- 
ful interest the amazing growth and far- 
reaching influence of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission will be deeply concerned over the 
news of the serious illness of Mr. Ralph 
C. Norton, founder and director, with Mrs. 
Norton, of this highly important and most 
fruitful work. Mr. Norton was obliged on 
Saturday, August 11, to undergo a critical 
major operation, and while he has rallied 
remarkably from the operation itself his 
condition is such as to call for the most 
earnest prayer on the part of his fellow 
Christians. His recovery can be made 
possible by nothing short of the early 
intervention of God’s restoring power. Mr. 
Norton is under the most expert surgical 
care in a Brussels hospital, Mrs. Norton 
is constantly at his side, and for both of 
these beloved friends prayer is asked of 
the readers of this paper. 


% 


What Hinders 


66 HAT your prayers be not hin- 
dered.” For several months these 
words have been in the writer’s 

mind like a refrain of gentle warning. 
They have caused her to examine her heart 
and her life, and have been instrumental 
in purifying her motives, in cleansing her 
heart of little things which none but God 
could see, and in holding her to a steady 
intercession and claiming faith. 

The thought of this word “hinder,” in 
the passage quoted from Peter’s First Epis- 
tle, is “to frustrate” or “cut down.” Roth- 
erham renders it: “That you should live 
to the end that unimpeded may be your 
prayers.” In this passage, “That your 
prayers be not hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7), 
Peter certainly suggests the possibility of 
our cutting down—frustrating, impeding 
—the progress of our own prayers by a 
life that is not, in all its little details, just 
what it ought to be. The hindrance may 
be in the relationships of the home life 
between husbands and wives (v. 7), or it 
may be in the wider relationship with our 
fellow men (vs. 8, 9), or in the matter 
of control over personal tendencies, 
“Eschew evil, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it” (vs. 10-12). 


Who Should Read the Bible ? 


It is a great mistake to postpone read- 
ing the Bible until we feel like it. And 
it is a great mistake to wait until we un- 
derstand the Bible before we read it. 
George Miiller spoke a sound and needed 
word when he said: “If the reader under- 
stands very little about the Word of God, 
he ought to read it very much; for the 
Spirit explains the Word by the Word. 
And if he enjoys the reading of the Word 
little, that is just the reason why he should 
read it much; for the frequent reading of 
the Scriptures creates a delight in them, 
so that the more we read them the more 
we desire to do so. Above all, he should 
seek tc have it settled in his own mind 
that God alone, by His Spirit, can teach 
him; and that, therefore, as God will be 
inquired of for blessings, it becomes him 
to seek God’s blessing previous to, and 
whilst, reading.” Of course, those who 
love the Bible most, and those who under- 
stand the Bible best, should also read the 
Bible continually. For it is the only Book 
in the world that yields up inexhaustible 
treasure to all who read it. We can no 
more come to the end of the blessing of 
reading the Bible than we can come to the 
end of the blessing of fellowship with God. 


Our Prayers ? 


A life of prayer is a life of fellowship 
and co-operation with God, and the moment 
we allow the human to gain control, or 
faith to falter, in that very moment and 
by that very act our communion with “him 
is broken. 

Any child of God who has experienced 
access to the throne of grace, and lived 
in a maintained access, knows instantly if 
that door of access is closed. If there is 
no witness in his heart that his intercession 
has been received; if no fire has consumed 
his sacrifice; if his petition, like sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal, lingers as empty 
words in his own ears; if he is conscious 
of no grip upon divine power, he knows 
that something has hindered, has impeded, 
has frustrated his prayer. Most of us 
have had such experiences at some time or 
other, but the writer does not hesitate to 
say that if any soul will wait before God, 
with an inquiring and honest heart, the 
Holy Spirit will not fail to reveal to such 
a one the hindrance to his prayer. The 
moment sin is confessed and put away that 
moment access is regained and the current 
of communion is restored. 

Let us realize that back of the hindrance 
in us is the great Hinderer, who, by many 
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influences, endeavors to trip us and cripple 
our prayer-power. It is his supreme effort 
to frustrate the work of salvation for the 
human race, and to keep men away from 
fellowship with God. As McGregor has 
said, “Against nothing in the spiritual life 
does the great enemy of our souls so per- 
sistently direct his attacks as against 
prayer.” William Cowper has well said, 
And Satan trembles, when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 


There is nothing Satan will not do to 


hinder prayer; there is no effort he will . 


not make to prevent believers from becom- 
ing men and women of prayer. For he 
knows that prayer is not only a sign of 
holiness, but a most efficacious means for 
the promotion of holiness. To him, indeed, 
prayer must seem like an instrument spe- 
cially formed by God for destroying his 
power over the souls of men. 

To begin with, true prayer implies con- 
fession. But if this is to be real, it in- 
volves self-examination for the discovery 
of sin, and contrition when sin has been 
discovered. No wonder then that Satan 
seeks to hinder prayer. As the believer 
prays he acknowledges his own helpless- 
ness and casts himself on God. The great 
aim of the Tempter is to get the believer 
to rely on himself, on his knowledge, on 
his feelings, on his strength of will, on his 
experience. Nothing so completely frus- 
trates Satan’s plans as that sense of weak- 
ness and dependence which is wrought in 
the heart of him who prays in the Holy 
Ghost. No wonder then that Satan seeks 
to hinder prayer. 

The writer wishes now to consider in 
detail some of the hindrances to prayer, 
and she can best speak of those that she 
has found in her own experience. 

1. Omitting Prayer. Some one has said 
that omitting prayer is Satan’s most bare- 
faced temptation, yet before it many suc- 
cumb. For years Satan has assailed me 
with the suggestion that I haven’t time. 
Duties, legitimate duties, and often religious 
duties, press; demands of other people 
press, and it is so easy to let these crowd 
out deliberate, unhurried prayer. We are 
conscious of the pressure of work on the 
one hand, and on the other of the call of 
the Spirit to communion and intercession. 
“Christ never asks of us such busy labor 
as leaves no time for resting at his feet.” 
It was a great lesson that Luther learned 
when he realized that an extra busy day 
necessitated:a double time for prayer. Al- 
though we know experimentally that prayer 
saves time and increases efficiency, yet, alas, 
we are sometimes decoyed into the whirl 
of a Martha activity, an activity that 
usually leaves us unpoised and distressed. 


2. Postponing prayer is nearly as disas- 
trous as omitting prayer, for postponed 
prayer is so often omitted in the end. “We'll 
just attend to this or that, and later there 
will be a more convenient season, a freer 
hour, when we can give ourselves unre- 
servedly to intercession.” Thus we rea- 
son, and this is really a more subtle temp- 





This editorial was written by Mrs. Chester F. 
L. Smith, who died a year age; the editorial 
was sent to the Times by her husband. For 
ten years, from 1923 until her death, Mrs. Smith 
was superintendent of the national Intercessory 
Prayer Band of the Women’s Home and For- 
eign Mission Society of the Advent Christian 
denomination, and during that time she wrote 
articles on prayer each month for her denom- 
inational monthly. 
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tation than the first, and catches us when 
the first would fail. The free hour never 
comes, the day is gone, night finds us too 
tired to give our best in prayer, our soul 
is heavy with a sense of defeat and loss. 
It is important not only that we have 
access but that the access be maintained. 
In such maintenance there is gained a 
cumulative resistance against the enemy. 
When prayer is omitted or postponed the 
force of resistance is broken, and acquired 
ground has to be taken all over again. The 
instance of Moses’ intercession when Joshua 
fought Amalek emphasizes this truth, and 
the benefit of maintained intercession was 
evident when Aaron and Hur came to 
Moses’ assistance. Aside from Scriptural 
example, the writer knows from personal 
experience that a great principle is in- 
volved here, and that any single omission or 
postponement of prayer hinders or impedes 
the long-run progress of our intercession. 


3. Laxity in holding to our task hinders 
our intercession. Prayer is work. It re- 
quires effort and expenditure of strength. 
It necessitates thought, intense desire, love 
for others. It is an active warfare against 
strong tides of evil. It is not always easy. 
Clouds of darkness sometimes lower heav- 
ily. Barriers of resistance rise high and 
formidable. At such times, the task seems 
too difficult, the effort too great, and in 
the hour of weariness or physical weak- 


(Concluded on page 573) 
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Were the Disciples Mistaken? 


In teaching, and listening to others teach, 

I hear much said by way of criticism of 

the disciples for their mistaken idea of 

the kind of Kingdom our Lord was to set 
up when he entered Jerusalem to proclaim 
himself King.—A Virginia reader. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ entered 
Jerusalem in what is commonly called the 
triumphal entry, he knew that he was go- 
ing to his death. He knew that his Mes- 
siahship was to be officially and nationally 
rejected by his people Israel. He has just 
said to his disciples: “Behold, we go up 
tc Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto 
the scribes, and they shall condemn him 
to death, and shall deliver him to the Gen- 
tiles to mock, and to scourge, and to cru- 
cify him: and the third day he shall rise 
again” (Matt. 20:18, 19). Therefore the 
Lord knew that his Messianic Kingdom 
was not to be established at that time. 

But the disciples are often mistakenly 
criticized for expressing their thought, or 
hope, that the Lord Jesus would establish 
and reign over a Kingdom here on this 
earth. After his resurrection “they asked 
of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” 
(Acts 1:6.) Some lesson writers or other 
commentators speak of this question of the 
discipies as though it were ignorant, and 
an entire misconception of the Kingdom. 
It was not ignorant; it was based upon 
the many Old Testament passages predict- 
ing that the Messiah, when he came, was 
to restore again the Kingdom to Israel. 


(Concluded on page 566) 
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Announcing All Bible 
Graded Lessons in 
The Sunday School Times 




















fgets Sunday school workers who 
stand resolutely for the old faith, 
the whole Bible, and true soul winning 
in the Sunday school, strongly desire 
graded lessons for the younger depart- 
ments. 


Yet most of the Sunday school graded 
courses are Modernistic in their study 
helps, substitute “methodology” for the 
Bible, and are dominated by false teach- 
ings of modern education and psychology. 


The All Bible Graded Series, described 
in THE SunpAy ScHooLt Times of June 2, 
has been prepared to meet the demand for 
truly evangelical graded courses. It is 
edited by Clarence H. Benson, who is 
Director of the Christian Education Course 
in the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, and 
is Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. 


Teachers’ and Pupils’ Manuals for the 
All Bible Graded Series are published by 
the Scripture Press, 741 North La Salle 
Street, Chicago; and these will be supple- 
mented by brief lesson articles in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t TiMEs, beginning with the 
first lesson in January, 1935. 


While continuing, of course, its rich de- 
partment of helps every week on the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons, THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times will add these new lesson 
helps, written by teachers of large experi- 
ence, in each issue, on the Primary and 
Junior Courses of the All Bible Graded 
Series. The Uniform Lessons will also 
be covered in the Times for Primary 
teachers, as heretofore. 


In addition to the new graded helps 
which the Times believes will be welcomed 
by many, a new every-week feature of 
great value in teacher training will begin 
in the issue of September 22, containing 
the first lesson for October. 


The Preliminary Training Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
beginning October 1, will be treated each 
week in a series of lesson helps in the 
Times. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
of the Association, will furnish the study 
on the Books of the Bible; Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary of the Association, will 
give lessons in Child Study. 


Thus Tue SunpAy ScuHoot Times, this 
autumn and in the year to come, will be 
of greater value than ever to those who 
wish to become thoroughly trained teachers. 
Will you not share this good news with 
your fellow workers? Why not start a 
teacher training class in your own school 
at once, and begin with the helps that 
will start in two weeks in the Times? All 
teachers enrolling in such a class, who 
are not now getting THE SuNpAY SCHOOL 
Times, can begin with the Get Acquainted 
rate of 25 cents for” Ten Weeks, sending 
their subscriptions (with the request to 
begin with the September 22 issue), to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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To Help You with ¥su Autumn Plans 


Tested and tried methods from a number of Sunday schools which may solve some of the 


problems in your school 














A Primary Song Chart 


By Emma Florence Bush 


E found it very difficult in the 
W ieited time to teach the children 

as many songs as we wished. We 
did not feel that we could ask each child 
to buy the books used in the Primary De- 
partment, as many of them were expensive, 
and then, too, many of the prettiest songs 
were found here and there and could not 
be purchased in book form. 

Finally we bought a few full sheets from 
a newspaper office, and tacked one edge 
of each sheet between narrow strips of 
wood, until it was firmly fastened; then 
we put hangers on the ends of the strips 
and the blank chart was made. 

One of the teachers who had had a 
little experience in copying music took 
charge of the copying of the songs on the 
chart, and those who had never copied 
music found it very easy to do so under 
her direction. She used black ink and a 
pencil with a cloth over it as a brush, and 
the different helpers donated their spare 
time until the chart was finished and 
words and music copied. Then every Sun- 
day it was an easy matter to hang up 
the song wanted, and as many of the chil- 
dren could read the words, and the teachers 
both words and music, the results accom- 
plished more than repaid the effort made. 

GrEENWoOOD, Mass, 


A Class Home Department 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


HE woman’s class in a Presbyterian 

Sunday school in Nebraska, “finding 
that there was no Home Department or- 
ganization in the small town in which they 
lived, has undertaken to look after this 
type of work through their class as one 
of their service projects. 

Theirs is not a real Home Department 
organization, but they get a great deal of 
satisfaction out of the work they do for 
the sick and shut-ins of the town. 

They have made a list of all the per- 
manent shut-ins and those who are aged 
and need cheer. Three times a year they 
give each one some special attention, at 
Christmas, Easter, and Mother’s. or 
Father’s Day. Flowers at Easter, Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, and some sort of 
greeting at Christmas, usually consisting 
of boxes of dainties to be eaten, 

The class holds a party each summer to 
which all old people of the town over 
seventy are invited. At one of these 
parties a quartet, the youngest of whom 
was seventy and the eldest eighty-nine, 
sang old and beloved hymns, 

The class calls upon every shut-in mem- 
ber at least two or three times a year, 
and much oftener upon those who are par- 
ticularly lonely or afflicted. A regular 


committee attends to the calling and keeps 
track of who is calling and who is be- 
ing called upon, but they do not do all 
the calling by any means. However, they 
do keep reminding the class from time to 
time of calls to be made to see that inter- 
est does not lag. 

Now and then the class helps out im 
cases of illness where there is no nurse, 
and always stands ready to send in dainties 
for the sick when such are needed and will 
be appreciated. 


Bou.per, COLo. 


“Your Labor Is Not in Vain” 
By Hilda Richmond 


Bp business men were running over 
a list of prospective persons to go 
on what they considered an important 
business trip on the following Sunday. 
Ordinarily they did not do such things 
on the first day of the week, but this they 
thought might be done because of its time- 
liness, One of them ran a line through 
the name of a successful business man with 
the words that he would not go because 
of his Sunday school class. “He thinks 
he is doing a great work teaching that 
class,” was his comment half in jest and 
half in earnest. 

Centuries ago a man named Sanballat 
wanted the prophet of God to meet him on 
the pretext of talking things over, but 
the great Nehemiah sent back this simple 
word, “I am doing a great work,” and 
there the matter ended (Neh. 6: 3). Happy 
are those teachers who believe that their 
work is important enough to call out their 
best and most faithful efforts! 





An elderly man was about to die after 
a life of sin and shame. He had come 
from a family where sin and shame were 
common, and had been reared without 
moral ideals, except what he got from 
the teaching in a little country Sunday 
school. One hour a week for perhaps six 
years represented all he knew of a better 
life. But he said that if his old Sunday 
school teacher could come and talk with 
him he felt sure she could point the way 
to Heaven even at that late hour. Feeble 
and nearly ninety years old the former 
teacher came, and the man died happily 
in the faith, Heredity, environment, and 
all else had been against him, but that lit- 
tle Sunday school brought him to his senses 
in time. 





A woman who has to spend much time 
alone in a darkened room finds comfort 
and consolation in repeating the things 
faithful Sunday school teachers urged her 
to memorize in her childhood. The 
Twenty-Third Psalm, Paul’s sermon on 
Mars’ Hill, the Beatitudes, the thirteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians, the first chap- 


ter in the Bible, the last chapter in the 
New Testament, the song of Mary, the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and seventeenth chapters of John’s Gospel, 
the last chapter of Ecclesiastes, portions of 
the Book of Job, and other choice selec- 
tions are gone over and over, together with 
hymns and religious poems. “Laying up 
in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come,” the teacher had 
said, and her prediction literally came true. 
That woman will probably have many 
more lonely hours, but she knows now 
how to meet them. 





A timid, uneducated newcomer in the 
neighborhood argued with the discouraged 
superintendent of the little Sunday school 
that he should keep on with the work, and 
he promised to stand by and help, though 
he could not sing, pray in public, or teach. 
What he did do was to stir up the folks 
to paint the shabby building, repair vhe 
old seats, grade the yard and plant flowers, 
provide a decent walk for muddy weather, 
and see to it that the place was clean and 
respectable. A real revival of interest fol- 
lowed, and at a public meeting this timid 
man was introduced, in spite of his protests, 
as the one who had saved the day for the 
little school. He had “done nothing in a re- 
ligious way,” he stammered, and they were 
all wrong in singling him out in that 
fashion — but they knew better. Like the 
woman in the Bible he had “done what 
he could,” and they knew it. 

Kenton, O10. 


Remembering Martin Luther 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


ORE and more Sunday schools are 
observing Reformation Sunday. It 

is chosen to commemorate the nailing of 
the theses on the door of the church at 
Wittenberg by Martin Luther, which was 
the birth of the Reformation. This oc- 
curred on October 31, 1517, and as the 
birthday of Luther is celebrated less than 
two weeks from this date, a Sunday in 
between the two might be observed as 
Reformation Sunday. Martin Luther was 
born November 10, 1483. While we 
usually associate him with the Reforma- 
tion of the church, sometimes we overlook 
the other things with which his name is 
linked. It was Luther who first trans- 
lated the Bible into German, completing 
the work in 1534. He was also a poet 
and wrote many hymns. Two of these are 
frequently used today, one in particular is 
known to every man, woman, and child 
who has ever attended Sunday school. This 
is the Christmas hymn, “Away in a man- 
ger, no crib for His bed.” A_ second 
one is “A mighty fortress is our God.” 
A program built around the life and 
work of this great man is most appropri- 


(Continued on page 565) 
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A Sunday school service for Raily Day 


Under His Banner 











By Mary Brainerd Smith 








Hymn—“A Glorious Call.” 


(Tune, “My Life, My Love I Give to 
Thee.’”) 
A glorious call is sounding plain 
To rise and follow in Christ’s train, 
That victory we thus may gain, 
Through Christ and Christ alone. 


A glorious promise we may know, 
Who, at His summons, rise and go, 
That we shall triumph o’er the foe, 
Through Christ and Christ alone. 
A glorious cause is ours today, 
To strive for truth and right alway, 
Of victory assured for aye, 
Through Christ and Christ alone. 
A glorious Captain takes the field, 
All power is given to Him to wield, 
And triumph will the conflict yield 
Through Christ and Christ alone. 
PRAYER. 
Part I. Our Leader 


ScripturE Responses—Our Leader. 


Leader— 
As we in life press on each day, 
Whom may we trust to lead our way? 
Boys—“The Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee” (Deut. 31:8). 


Girls—“In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths’ (Prov. 
316). 

Leader— 


As we strive ever for the right, 
Who'll be our Captain in the fight? 
Boys—“Behold, I have given him for... 
a leader and commander to the people” 
(Isa. 55: 4). 
Girls—“God himself is with us for our 
captain” (2 Chron. 13:12). 
Leader— 


With Christ as Captain, will we meet 
With victory or with defeat? 


Boys—“Thanks be unto God, which al- 
ways causeth us to triumph in Christ” 
(2 Cor. 2:14). 


Girls—“We are more than conquerors 
through him” (Rom. 8: 37). 


Hymn—“Conquerors through Him.” 
(Tune, “Once in Royal David’s City.”’) 


Shout the promise God hath given 
To the followers of His Son, 

Who came down to earth from Heaven 
And o’er sin the triumph won. 

Sing His promise joyfully, 

Through Him we shall conquerors be. 


Trust the promise God hath spoken 
Unto those who heed His call. 
Ne’er can God’s pledged word be broken, 
Though the heavens and earth may fall. 
Sing His promise trustfully, 
Through Him we shall conquerors be. 


Praise Him for His promise glorious, 
Courage lending in the strife, 
Knowing we shall be victorious 
In the battlefield of life. 
Sing His pledge triumphantly, 
Through Him we shall conquerors be. 


RECITATION FOR ONE Boy—My Captain. 


My Captain is of highest rank, 
A royal crown He wears, 

And there’s no name in earth or Heaven 
Above the name He bears. 

As Leader, I would serve, ’neath Him 
Who stands as Chief o’er all; 

So I’ve enlisted in His host, 
And Christ my Captain call. 


My Captain has o’ercome the world 
Through His all-power and might. 

He never once has known defeat, 
Nor ever lost a fight. 

I long upon life’s battlefield 
To win the victory ; 

So I have volunteered, and know 
Christ will my Captain be. 


My Captain issues the commands 
His soldiers must obey ; 

For only those who do can e’er 
Expect to win the day 

I fain would trust my Lander’ s skill, 
And yield Him loyalty ; 

So Christ I make my Captain now 
And for eternity. 


Part II. 


ScripturE Responses—His Banner. 
Leader— 


All armies wave their flags in view. 
Does Christ’s host have a banner, too? 
Boys—‘“He shall set up an ensign for the 
nations” (Isa. 11:12). 


Girls—“Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, 
I will .. . set up my standard to the peo- 
ple” (Isa. 49:22). 

Leader— 

Each host displays its flag, we know. 
Should Jesus’ own their colors show ? 
Boys—“Thou hast given a banner to them 
that fear thee, that it may be displayed” 

(Psa. 60: 4). 


Girls—“‘Lift up a standard for the people.” 
“Set ye up a standard in the land” (Isa. 
62: 10; Jer, 51:97). 

Leader— 

Whose name then does the banner bear, 
Beneath whose shining folds we fare? 

Boys—“In the name of our God we will 

set up our banners” (Psa. 20:5). 


Girls—“Lift ye up a banner upon the high 
mountain.” “That my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth” (Isa. 
133:2: Roms. 9: 17). 

Leader— 

As Jesus’ banner floats o’erhead, 
What sign and symbol may be read? 

Boys—“Moses . . . called the name of it 
Jehovah is my banner” (Exod. 17:15, 
marg.). 


His Banner 


Girls—“His banner over me was love” 
(Song of Sol. 2:4). 


Junior Hymn—“His Wonderful Banner 
of Love.” 


(Tune, “I Think When I Read that Sweet 
Story of Old.’) 


Hymns of praise unto Jesus, our Captain, we 


sing 
For the banner He raises above, 
O’er the host who’ve enlisted to serve Him as 
ing, 
His own wonderful banner of love. 


As we follow our Jesus, His banner, we know, 
To give courage and cheer, floats above; 
nd we trust in that banner as onward we go 
’Neath His wonderful banner of love. 


We press forward with joy, as those fair, 
shining folds 
We by faith may see streaming above, 
Strong to do and to dare, when ’tis Christ’s 
hand upholds 
His own wonderful banner of love. 


ReEcITATION—His Banner of Love. 


(One child in the group carries a banner 

with the word “Love” on it.) 

ti Throughout God’s great and holy Book 

One word is sweeter far 

Than all the other words it holds, 
Though wonderful they are. 

That dearest word and best is “Love,” 
And like sweet —_ heard, 

From every page of God’s blest Book 
Comes echoing that word. 

2. “Now abideth faith, hope, love, ... 
but the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 
13:13). 

3. “For God is love” (1 John 4:8). 

4. “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us” (1 John 3:1). 
5. “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son” (John 3: 

16). 

6. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13). 

7. “Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us” 
(1 John 3: 16). 

8. “So he was their Saviour. . . . In his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them” 
(Isa. 63: 8, 9). 

9. “Thus saith the Lord, . . . I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love’ (Jer. 31: 
2, 3). 

10. “For . . . neither death, nor life, ... 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

. shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:38, 39). 


11. “Now therefore, our God, we thank 
thee, and praise thy glorious name” (1 
Chron, 29: 13). 


Primary Hymn—“Just Because Jesus 
Loves Me.” 
(Tune, “Jesus Is Tenderly Calling.”) 


Jesus loves children throughout every land, 
And He loves me, yes, He loves me. 
Every good thing I have comes from His hand, 
Just because Jesus loves me. 
Chorus 


Jesus loves me; yes, He loves me, 
And I love Jesus 
Because He has always loved me. 


There is one thing Jesus wants me to do, 
For He loves me, yes, He loves me; 
That’s ge my heart to have me love Him, 


Just a Jesus loves me. (Cho.) 
Part III. Following Our Leader 
ScripTurRE Responses — Following Our 
Leader. 
Leader— 


Who should our Leader’s summons hear, 
And in His army volunteer ? 


Boys—“All ye inhabitants of the world, 
and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when 
he lifteth.up an ensign on the mountains; 
and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye” 
(Isa. 18:3). 

Girls—“If the Lord be God, follow him.” 
“Jesus ... said. . . Come, follow me” 
(1 Kings 18:21; Luke 18: 22). 
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Leader— 


And when we join His ranks, have we 
His pledge our Leader then to be? 


Boys—“Thus saith the Lord, . .. I am the 
Lord thy God, ... which leadeth thee by 
the way that thou shouldest go” (Isa. 
48:17). 

Girls—“Thus saith the high and lofty One, 
. .. whose name is Holy; ...I will lead 
him also” (Isa. 57: 15, 18). 

Leader— 


As we His call hear and obey, 
What words of trust then may we say? 


Boys—“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, 
and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory” (1 Chron. 29:11). 


Girls—T will triumph in the works of thy 
hands” (Psa. 92:4). 


Hymn—“Under His Banner Rejoicing.” 


(Tune, “Living for Jesus.”’) 


Under His banner rejoicing we stand, 

In the great army beneath His command. 
For all life’s battles, the Captain is He 
Who can alone lead to sure victory. 


Chorus 
"Neath Jesus, our great Captain, 
We press on to the fight, 
’Gainst wrong and sin enlisted 
To battle for the right; 
And for His faithful followers, 
Sure triumph there will be. 
*Tis He alone can lead us 
To glorious victory. 


Under His banner we fear no defeat, 
Though there are foes round about we must 
meet. 
Strong in His power, for mighty is He, 
We shall press forward to sure viewthe ) 
ho. 
Under His banner, while life here Pe last, 
Fighting the good fight till Jordan is passed ; 
Then to our Captain the glory shall be, 
Whom we have followed to sure a 


ho.) 
RECITATION FoR S1x Boys—Victory ales 
His Banner. 


1. When Israel’s children were oppressed 

In bonds of slavery, 

God summoned Moses to go forth 
And set His people free. 

“T certainly will be with you,” 
There God to Moses said; 

And Moses freed God’s host, because 
He followed where God led. 


2. When God would bring His chosen omes 

Into the promised land, 

As leader, He called Joshua 
In Moses’ place to stand; 

And God said, “O’er all Israel’s host, 
I will the Captain be”’; 

And Joshua, fighting "neath the Lord, 
Won every victory. 


3. When God would break the cruel yoke 

Of Midianitish foe, 

’Twas Gideon with three hundred men 
He called ’gainst them to go; 

And said, “I’ll surely be with thee, 
And thou shalt win the fight” ; 

Then Gideon went forth with God, 
And put the foe to flight. 


4. When Israel’s army was dismayed 

By the Philistine threat, 

And the young David, unafraid, 
The mighty giant met, 

He said, “In God’s name, do I come, 
The battle is His own” 

And with God’s help, by that brave youth 
The giant was o’erthrown. 


5. When enemies might spoil the town, 

Whose walls in ruins lay, 

And Nehemiah would rebuild 
Those walls without delay, 

“Our God shall fight for us,” he said; 
And with God’s powerful aid, 

Jerusalem, against her foes, 
Strong and secure was made. 


6. Still there are foes that we must meet, 
But God is still the same, 
And we today may go to fight 
Against them in His name; 
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And ’neath His banner, as they went, 
Those heroes long ago, 

We, too, may have His mighty aid, 
And glorious victory know. 


AppRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 
Hymn—“Ye Who Wave a Banner Glori- 


ous,” 
(Tune, “Praise the Lord: Ye Heavens 


Adore Him.’) 


Ye who wave a banner glorious, 
Firmly stand for truth and right. 
’Tis a Captain all-victorious 
Who will lead in conquering might. 
To the field then, falt’ring never, 
Loyalty your watch-word true, 
Calling aye for high endeavor, 
With your Captain Christ in view. 
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Ye who as your Master name Him, 
Answer now His trumpet call; 

Show your colors and acclaim Him 
As your rightful Lord o’er all. 

Gladly His commands receiving, : 
To His service pledged indeed ; 

Closer to Him ever cleaving, 
As to victory He shall lead. 


Boldly then your banner showing, 
With undaunted courage go; 

In the strength of His bestowing, 
Never yielding to the foe. 

Love the motive all-constraining, 
Pressing onward day by day, 

Ever greater conquests gaining 
Where your Captain leads the way. 


BENEDICTION, 
PHILADELPHIA, 














For Your Autumn Plans 
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ate for a November Sunday. Use the 
two hymns referred to, and others if you 
can find them in the church hymnal. Have 
some one who is capable of giving a brief 
sketch of the pericd in which Luther lived 
tell of the influence this man had on the 
world of his day and what it has meant 
to us. Perhaps this subject might be di- 
vided into several sub topics, each person 
dwelling on one phase of the Reformation 
period. 

It seems as though something should be 
done to keep alive in the minds of our 
boys and girls the work of this great man, 
Martin Luther. 


CoraL GABLES, FLA. 
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Reaching Parents Through 
the Children 


By Jennie E. Stewart 


UR Home Department this last year 

found seven young mothers with chil- 
dren to be enrolled in the Cradle Roll 
and Beginners Department. The mothers 
were enrolled in the Home Department 
and the babies on the Cradle Roll. Those 
children who could not attend Sunday 
school were provided with Sunday school 
literature to be used at home. There were 
eight of these children in all. Those who 
could be brought to Sunday school, by 
others than the shut-in mothers, were en- 
rolled in classes suitable for them, and 
arrangements made for them to be brought 
regularly. There were four of these. 

All seven of the mothers were enrolled 
in the Mothers’ Club of our Sunday school, 
which meets in the evenings when fathers 
can be at home to look after the children. 

Of the seven mothers, five were induced 
before the year was out to become regular 
attenders at Sunday school, and four of 
the husbands were persuaded to attend and 
make it possible for the whole family to 
attend. 

Some of these parents were already at- 
tending church services regularly. Six 
more of them were induced to leave their 
children in the church time nursery and 
attend the church services. 

Altogether we felt that this was a good 
piece of work for our small department 


to accomplish in one year, with folks who 
might have just drifted along with little 
or no Sunday school connection but for 
our encouragement. 
Bou.per, Co xo. 
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How We Build Up 
Our Class Membership 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 


UR class extended a double invitation 

to certain prospective members by 
mailing two government postcards — one 
to the person himself and the other to 
a friend of his who is already an active 
member. For example, the first of the 
following was mailed to our prospective 
member, James Pierce, and the second 
one to his friend, Frank Johnson, who is 
already in our group: 


“Do you know Frank Johnson, 179 West 
State Street? He comes to the Main 
Street Sunday School. Why don’t you 
come with him?” 


“Do you know James Pierce, 161 West 
State Street? He ought to come to the 
Main Street Sunday School. Why don’t 
you get him to come?” 





“Thank you” and appreciation letters 
help this class attendance. Once a quar- 
ter a letter like the following is sent to 
members who have been present at least 
half of the Sundays during the previous 
quarter : 


“Dear Loyal Friend, 

“Yes, your regularity and faithfulness in 
our class during the past quarter permit 
us to think of you as one of our many 
loyal friends. As teacher of the class I 
want to express my appreciation by this 
brief letter to you, for what you have 
meant to us. 

“During the next quarter we are look- 
ing forward to a continued loyalty from 
you with other of your friends coming with 
you. We do not want to keep such good 
things to ourselves. 

“Tf we can be of help to you in any 
way, I want you to let us know, for you 
have been such a help to us. 

“Your thankful friend, ee 


A letter like the following is sent to 
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those who have been present less than 
half of the Sundays and at least once dur- 
ing the past quarter: 

“Dear Friend, 

“I have enjoyed so much the few times 
you have been with us im our class, during 
the past quarter, that I want to express 
my appreciation to you for these, and also 
my desire that we may know you better 
and you may know us better in the quar- 
ter ahead of us. Try to be with us more 
during this new quarter so we can be of 
more help to you and you to us. 

“Your eager friend, Mg 








The first Sunday of each month is Rec- 
ognition Sunday in the class. The names 
of all who have a perfect attendance rec- 
ord for the past month are read. To these 
then are added those who have been pres- 
ent at least half of the Sundays in the 
previous month—if not all of them. Our 
first-Sunday attendance usually is the 
largest for the entire month. 





The tardiness problem is being taken 
care of by a fifteen-minute pre-school spe- 
cial program each Sunday morning. With 
the regular school starting at 9.30 A. M., 
some special music is started at 9.15 and 
continues for fifteen minutes. These “spe- 
cials” include orchestra numbers, solos, 
instrumental music, duets, and other com- 
binations, The various older classes have 
charge of these programs from week to 
week, 





The spiritual life of the class has been 
deepened by the “Inner Circle.” Wherever 
three or more members of the class are 
together, at least a brief moment is spent 
informally in prayer for our work. 





“We missed you this morning!” or “We 
missed you Sunday morning!” is the quick 
word we telephone to our absentees. Their 
names are distributed among those who 
are present, with the instructions to call 
them by telephone as soon as they reach 
home after the morning church service. 
If nobody is at home then, the call is 
made Sunday evening or early Monday 
morning. If the absentee has no telephone, 
a personal visit, or a personal note left 
at the door, tells this person how much 
he or she has been missed. 





Our class held a “Special Guests” social 
with our list of prospective members as 
our guests. They were giver personal 
invitations. One or two of our members 
called personally for each “special guest” 
to bring that person to the party. When 
the refreshments were served, the guests 
were served first in a special place. Be- 
fore they left, each was given the latest 
copy of our Sunday school paper, with an 
invitation to come to our class the next 
Sunday. Two or more of our members 
took each guest home after the party and 
tried to arrange to call for them the next 
Sunday to bring them to our class then. 


Wo corr, INp. 


Are you using Christian Youth, the young 
people’s paper published by The Sunday 
School Times Company? Subscriptions: 
one copy, 75 cents per year; five copies to 
one address, 52 cents each per year. 
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Honoring America’s 


Sunday School Teachers 


T IS a simple, obvious, and timely idea, 
] this one of setting aside a day — Octo- 

ber 6 of this year—to be nationally 
observed, in recognition of the great work 
that has been done for Christianity and 
for the country by the more than two 
million Sunday school teachers. Leaders 
of the -dencminations, and Sunday school 
workers generally, have given hearty sup- 
port to the project, which was originated 
by Dr. William T. Ellis, of Swarthmore, 
Pa. Many bodies have acted officially, and 
are at work in co-operation. 

Most Americans are beneficiaries of the 
unsalaried devotion of Sunday school 
teachers, Multitudes have responded 
heartily to the thought of paying public 
tribute to these noble men and women; 
who, at a cost of self-sacrifice and unre- 
mitting labor difficult to compute, have 
given priceless service to the boys and 
girls, men and women, of the land. The 
part that the Sunday school teacher has 
played in shaping the character and ideals 
of the nation has never before been for- 
mally and publicly recognized. 

So National Recognition Day for Sun- 
day School Teachers, on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 6, has been set aside to do just that. 
There are no ulterior motives behind the 
project. It is not a money-raising enter- 
prise. It creates no new organization. It 
is simply a sincere effort to do honor 
to whom honor is due; to give people gen- 
erally a chance to say “Thank You”; and 
this in the most public and impressive man- 
ner possible. 

Incidentally, of course, Recognition: Day 
may have unmeasured consequences in 
heartening the present host of two million 
Sunday school teachers, and in enlarging 
their numbers. It should also mean a vast 
increase in Sunday school enrollment and 
quality; for many classes will want to 
pay their tribute to their own teachers by 


increasing their membership and effective- - 


ness. Possibly of still greater importance 
will be the effect upon the general public 
of this united Christian testimony. Not 
everybody has given thought to the sig- 
nificance of the fact that the Sunday school 
is one of the major educational influences 
of our time. 

A National Advisory Committee, com- 
prising the ranking Sunday school officials 
in the leading denominations, has been 
formed. An executive committee of Phila- 
delphia laymen is in direct charge of the 
movement. Denominational bodies are giv- 
ing official endorsement. The State Coun- 
cils of Relizious Education are informing 
and co-operating with the local Sunday 
schools. Staff meetings of local Sunday 
schools should deal with the matter in 
fullest detail. Local initiative in every 
community is essential. 

The Philadelphia Committee assumes no 
authority or power of direction over the 
Recognition Day celebrations. It is merely 
trying to be helpful in promoting the gen- 
eral idea. Each local demonstration is 
entirely self-operated. 

Without waiting for official notification 
from any general body, every interested 
Sunday school man and pastor should be- 
gin at once to get together a representa- 
tive local committee in his own community, 
on which the Sunday school superinten- 


September 8, 1934 


dents, the pastors, and the civic leaders 
should be represented. It-is desirable to 
have the local newspaper editors on this 
committee. 

It is suggested that advocates of Recog- 
nition Day write letters to their local 
papers, and to the religious weeklies, pro- 
moting the plan. 

Details of Recognition Day programs 
are all at the discretion of local commit- 
tees. Each celebration is as individual as 
though no other were being held. These 
factors should be present everywhere: 


A parade of Sunday schools on the 
afternoon of Saturday, October 6. 

A mass meeting, in the largest local 
auditorium, on the evening of October 6. 
In large cities, district meetings will be 
mecessary. The local expenses would 
be met by the offering. To give the 
celebrations a general public character, 
it is desirable that at least one civic or 
state official be on the program. 

Appropriate services in local Sunday 
schools or churches, with whatever rec- 
ognition of individual veteran teachers 
may be desirable, on Sunday morning, 
October 7. 


Newsworthy organization and program 
plans should be reported to the Executive 
Committee, National Recognition Day for 
Sunday School Teachers, American Sunday 
School Union Building, 1816 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. Contributions toward 
the modest budget of administration will 
be welcome, 

V4 


Were the Disciples Mistaken ? 
(Concluded from second page) 


And it is significant that the Lord did 
not rebuke the disciples for their question, 
still less did he intimate that it was a 
mistaken one. What he said in reply was: 
“It is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath put in 
his own power.” This reply plainly shows 
that the disciples’ expectation that the 
Kingdom should some day be restored by 
the Lord Jesus to Israel was a correct one. 
But it was not for them to know the time 
when this great and certainly coming event 
was to take place. As Dr. William L. 
Pettingill says in his little book,- “Israel, 
Jehovah’s Covenant People” (Just a Word, 
Incorporated, 1528 West Seventh St., Wil- 
mington, Del., 10 cents) : 


The Kingdom .. . will be set up on the 
earth at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
from Heaven. Palestine will be its center 
and Jerusalem will be its capital. The stone 
“cut out of the mountains without hands,” 
in Daniel 2, is the Christ of God at his 
coming in the clouds of Heaven with power 
and great glory. 


One of the many as yet unfulfilled proph- 
ecies of the establishing of the Kingdem 
is Isaiah’s: 

“For Zion’s sake will I not hold my 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the 
Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and 
all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be 
called by a new name, which the mouth 
of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also 
be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God” (Isa. 62:1, 2, 3). 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 23. 








International Uniform Lesson.—lsaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37, printed fext : 9434.9, 37:36, 37 
Golden Text.—Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.—Isa. 26: 3 





ISAIAH cGQHINSELS | RULERS 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Isa. 31 : 1-9; 37 : 36, 37 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 31:1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and 
stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and 
in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto 
the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lorn! 

2 Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back 
his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and 
against the help of them that work iniquity. 

3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses 
flesh, and not spirit. When the Lorp shall stretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, 
and they all shall fail together. 

4 For thus hath the Lorp spoken unto me, Like as the lion and 
the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds 
is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, 
nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the Lorp of hosts 
come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. 

5 As birds flying, so will the Lorp of hosts defend Jerusalem ; 
defending also he will deliver it ; and passing over he will preserve it. 

6 a ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply 
revolted. 

7 For in that day every man shall.cast away his idols of silver, 
and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you 
for a sin. ' 

8 Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty 
man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he 
shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited. _ 

9 And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his 
princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the Lorp, whose fire ts 
in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. 


37:36 Then the angel of the Lorp went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and four-score and five thousand: 
and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all 
dead corpses. 

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and re- 
turned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 


% “ 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE kings of Judah had something 
better than a Brain Trust to coun- 
sel them when the great world ppwer 


3 7 together. 
of Assyria was threatening their destruc- 


tion. They had Isaiah. He was a great Verse by Verse 
statesman as well as a prophet. He was 
the most practical man in Israel. But the 


counselors of the king considered him very 
visionary as he urged confidence in an un- 
seen God. These practical men turned 
to something substantial,—the horses and 
chariots of Egypt. In this present hour 
of the world’s crisis, the trouble with the 
Brain Trusts that are counseling the rulers 
is that they are not prophets. As for most 
of them, God is not in all their thoughts. 
As for the rest, God is set apart in a 
corner called religion, while they turn to 
Egypt for help. There is a contemptuous 
phrase that strong men use when they 
want to reject some teaching of God that 
they consider childish or impractical; they 
call it “Sunday school stuff.” Their con- 
tempt is a glowing tribute to the Sunday 
school. The message of this Sunday school 
lesson is pre-eminently the message that 
our country and all the countries of the 
earth need today. Yet they heed it not. 
But it is also for each individual. Let 
us heed it. 


(30: 2-4). 


a biting sarcasm. 


on his prey . 


The Historical Setting 


Isaiah’s prophecy to King Ahaz occur- 
red about 742 B. C. The invasions of 
Judah by the Assyrians under Sennacherib 
probably began in the fourteenth year of 
Hezekiah, about 713 B. C., before Senna- 
cherib was king, and finished in 7or B. C. 
The Bible writers group all the events 


Isaiah 31: 1.—Woe to them that go down 
to Egypt for help. At the threatened in- tect it; 
vasion of the Assyrians the advisers of 
the king urged an alliance with Egypt and 
sent ambassadors to treat with Pharaoh 


Verse 2.—Yet he also is wise. 
The counselors were 
boasting of their wisdom and prudence in 
going to Egypt, and were scoffing at im- 
practical Isaiah, who told them to look to 
God. God is wise as well as they, and has 
reason for his counsel. 
the house of the evildoers. 
who were rejecting God. Against the help 
of them that work iniquity. Against wicked 
Egypt and any promised help of theirs. 


Verse 4.—Like as the lion. . 
. will not be afraid. A 
vivid picture of a lion in possession of a 
lamb, and a multitude of shepherds rais- 
ing a commotion to scare him off; he 
views them with kingly disdain and holds 
his prey. So shall the Lord of hosts come 37). 
down to fight for mount Zion, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Isa. 31: 1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help, and 
rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many, and in 
horsemen’ because they are very strong, but they look not unto the 
Holy One of Israel, neither seek Jehovah! 2 Yet he also is wise, 
and will bring evil, and will not call back his words, but will, arise 
against the house of the evil-doers, and against the help of them 
that work iniquity. 3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not (od; 
and their horses flesh, and not spirit: and when Jehovah shall stretch 
out his hand, both he that helpeth shall stumble, and he that is 
helped shall fall, and they all shall be consumed together. 

4 For thus saith Jehovah unto me, As the lion and the young 
lion growling over his prey, if a multitude of shepherds be called 
forth against him, will not be dismayed at their voice, nor abase 
himself for the noise of them: so will Jehovah of hosts come down 
to fight }upon mount Zion, and ? upon the hill thereof. 5 As birds 
hovering, so will Jehovah of hosts protect Jerusalem; he will pro- 
tect and deliver it, he will pass over and preserve it. 6 Turn ye 
unto him *from whom *ye have deeply revolted, O children of 
Israel. .7 For in that day they shall cast away every man his 
idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have 
made unto you for a sin. 8 And the Assyrian shall fall by the 
sword, not of man; and the sword, not of men, shall devour him; 
and he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall become 
subject to taskwork. 9 And his rock shall pass away by reason of 
terror, and his princes shall be dismayed at the ensign, saith Jeho- 
vah, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. 


37:36 And the angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand; 
and when men arose early in the morning, behold, these were all 
dead bodies. 37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh, 


1Or, against. *Or, from whom the children of Israel have 
deeply revolted. *Heb., they. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
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fear the enemies any more than the lion 
fears the shepherds. 


Verse 5.—As birds flying, so will the 
Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem. Not “fly- 
ing,” but rather, “hovering,” as a mother 
bird flutters over the nest to protect her 
young from the enemy, —a beautiful figure 
used several times of the Lord’s tender 
watch-care over his people (Deut. 32: 11; 
Psa; Of: 439639 $7: 12 63:37; Matt, aq: 
37). This prophecy has no comnection 
with airplanes flying over Jerusalem to pro- 
the resemblance between birds 
and airplanes because both fly is quite in- 
cidental to the thought of the bird pro- 
tecting its young, which is the central 
thought of this simile. 


Verse 7.—In that day every man shall 
cast away his idols. Fulfilled first in the 
day when the great deliverance from Sen- 
nacherib took place, again at the close of 
the Babylonian captivity, and finally when 
Israel accepts her Messiah. 


Verse 8.—Then shall the Assyrian fall. 
Referring to Sennacherib, then the king 
of Assyria, more generally to the nation 
of Assyria, but pointing forward also to 
the last great enemy of Israel and repre- 
sentative of Satan, the Antichrist, of whom 
the king of Assyria was a type. 


Verse 9.—He shall pass over to his 
strong hold for fear. Rather, “His rock 
shall pass away for fear,” doubtless refer- 
ring to the gods of Assyria (Deut. 32: 31, 
Whose fire is in Zion, and his fur- 
nace in Jerusalem. Probably referring to 


This is 


Will arise against 
Men of Judah 


. roaring 


He will not 
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the fire of judgment devouring his enemies 
(Isa. 10:16, 17; 30:33; Zech. 2:5; Mal. 
he 

Chapter 37: 37.—So Sennacherib .. . de- 
parted, ... and dwelt at Nineveh. After 
185,000 of his warriors had been slain, 
“not with the sword.” This was the great- 
est and most dramatic deliverance of all 
history, foreshadowing a yet greater de- 
liverance Jerusalem and Israel are to have 
in the latter days (Jer. 30: 3-11). 

Verse 38.—Nisroch his god. Probably 
the same as Ashur, chief god of Assyria 
(cf. Gen. 10:11). Compare the defense 
his god gave Sennacherib with the deliver- 
ance Jehovah gave his people. His sons 
smote him. In fulfillment of 37:7. This 
was twenty years later, after he “dwelt 
at Nineveh,” and never again came to 
Judah. Esarhaddon his son reigned. Not 
the eldest son, but the favorite, stirring 
the jealousy of the others. He reigned 
from 680 to about 668, making many con- 
quests, including that of Egypt. He is 
referred to in Ezra 4:2, and probably in 
2 Chronicles 33:11. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“Immanuel” —“God with us’—is the 
key word of Isaiah’s message and of Isa- 
iah’s life. No nation ever faced a more 
desperate situation than little Judah when 
Sennacherib, king of world-conquering As- 
syria, sent his message of defiance to 
Hezekiah, a message backed by an army 
of hundreds of thousands. Nothing left 
—except “God with us.” To Isaiah that 
was more than enough. Faith glories in 
impossible situations. That mighty de- 
liverance from Assyria was only a token 
of the greater deliverance on the Cross 
and at Christ’s second coming. We have 
Immanuel, in fuller, richer, nearer measure 
than Isaiah knew. Let us rest on him and 
his Word with the faith that brings per- 
fect peace and assures complete victory. 
Lesson Outlines 

IsaAIAH — HERALD OF CHRIST 

1. Patriot of Israel: yearning over his 
people, pleading with them to return to 
God and avoid destruction. 

2. Statesman of world vision: guiding 
Israel’s policy among the world empires. 

3. Prophet of all ages: foreseeing his 
own day, the Babylonian captivity, 
Christ’s first and second coming. 

4. God’s man of faith: living in the 
glory of “God with us.” 

IsAIAH AND THE RULERS 

1. Ahas, of Judah, the reprobate: Isa- 
iah gives him God’s great Sign of Im- 
manuel. 

2. Resin of Syria, Pekah of Israel: 
Isaiah pronounces the doom of these 
confederate “smoking firebrands.” 

3. Sennacherib of Assyria, Satan’s rep- 
resentative: Isaiah prophesies his terrible 
defeat at God’s hands. 

4. Hezekiah of Judah, God’s true king: 
Isaiah counsels and encourages in the 
ways of the Lord. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Immanuel Prophecy. When King 
Ahaz in unbelief refused to ask a sign 
that would prove that God would miracu- 
lously deliver Judah from Syria and Is- 
rael, Isaiah gave the great Sign of the 
Virgin Birth of Messiah. He was the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. : 


13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 


Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 


History. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 
John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
BE. SPAMS r ee h sistent cones Acts 8 : 26-39 
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. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3: 14-21 
. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 
of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to 5:21 
. November 4.—Christian Growth. 
Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 
. November 11.—The Christian Citizen 
(Armistice Day) ...... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
7. November 18.—The Christian as 
Church Member. 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2 : 41-47 
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true King, “God with us,” who would bring 
final deliverance. Many scholars hold 
that this prophecy refers to Messiah only. 
Other evangelical scholars hold that the 
prophecy refers also to a child to be born 
at that time, who would be a type of the 
great One to come. If so, it seems prob- 
able that the reference is to Isaiah’s own 
son, referred to in 8: 1-4. The word “Im- 
manuel” is not intended as a name, but as 
a description of the character of the Son 
of God, of whom the other child was a 
foreshadowing —a sign of the greater Sign. 

The “Remnant.” Isaiah emphasizes in 
a new way the message that God's purpose 
for Israel is to be worked out through a 
Remnant, while the nation as a whole re- 
jects (note Isa. 1:9; 10: 20-23; 11:11 to 
12:6; 4:2-6; 6:13). Paul explains in 
Romans 9 to 11 the relation of this Rem- 
nant to the Church and to God’s future 
plan, when Israel as a whole will return 
to Christ (note Rom. 9: 27-29; 11:5; II: 
26). 

Other Special Topics. History of Judah 
and Israel in Isaiah’s Day. History of 
Assyria. Rulers of Our Day in Relation 
to Christ (Rom. 13:1-7). Christ’s First 
and Second Coming. Message of Isaiah, 
and the Holy Spirit in Prophecy (1 Pet. 
53.30; 18; 2 Pet. F222): 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“In nothing be anxious’ — Pray! This 
is a command of God as definite as “Thou 
shalt not kill.” But it has in it also a 
gracious assurance that we need not be 
anxious, in big things or little (Phil. 4: 
6, 7). 

“Have faith in God.” This is another 
command (Mark 11:22). After spread- 
ing the letter or the problem before the 
Lord, faith rises with confidence that God 
is undertaking, however “impossible” the 
situation is. 

Study prophecy — study Isaiah — believe 
God’s prophets! 


Pray for rulers! This is another com- 
mand of God, to pray for kings and all in 
high places (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). How they 
need it! 

Officials, give heed to God’s Word, and 
to the King of kings. Isaiah and all the 
Word of God counsels rulers not of his 
day only but of all time. 


Don’t lean on Egypt or be ruled by 
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“policy.” This applies not only to rulers, 
but in the affairs of the individual Chris- 
tian, especially in Christian service. 

Let faith stir to vigorous action. Heze- 
kiah was right in doing all he could to 
protect Jerusalem. Faith is not passive, 
but very active. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


We are to trust God to dc one hundred 
per cent of what God only can do, and do 
one hundred per cent of what we are to do. 


Our wrestling is not against Assyria, 
or any other flesh and blood, but against 
an enemy that is too strong for us; there- 
fore let us spread it before the Lord. 


Rulers in state or in church are counted 
worthy of double honor if they rule well, 
and if not, double condemnation is theirs 
Cr Wa 52 073. 32 ss Jae: 32D: 

Some, called ministers of Christ, are 
ministers of the rich men in their church 
— preaching what their leading men want: 
Isaiah did not do that! 


A famous modernistic critic referred to 
the writer of Isaiah 40 to 66 as “the Great 
Unknown”; Adolph Saphir replied that it 
was sadly true that the real author of 
Isaiah, the Holy Spirit, was “the Great 
Unknown” to the unbelieving critics. 


It is ours to stay our minds upon the 
Lord; it is his to keep us in perfect peace. 

Rulers of earth from ancient times are 
divided into two classes: those who have 
accepted Isaiah’s counsel and those who 
have rejected it: and so with men that 
are not rulers. 


Be quiet and confident; when trusting 
God, we do not need so much to contend 
with men or to argue. 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
.-3 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 

an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 

ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 

Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to 

different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HICH sections of Isaiah’s prophecy are 
repeated, almost exactly, in other books 
of the Old Testament? 
_ 2. Where do we first find the Lord warn- 
ing Israel against trust in horses? 

3. What king of Israel first began to ignore 
the Lord’s clear commands concerning horses? 

4. Quote the Psalmist on the futility of the 
horse for safety. 

5. What did King Rezin of Syria and King 
Pekah of Israel propose to do when they at- 
tacked Judah? Why could their plan not 
succeed? What shows that it was of Satan? 

_6. Why did Isaiah tell Ahaz to ask for a 
sign from God? Why did Ahaz refuse? 

7. What political policy, so to speak, did 
Isaiah, as a statesman follow? 

8. Can you mention ten nations that Isaiah 
treated in his prophecies and his statesman- 
ship? 

9. Did God intend that Hezekiah should 
trust him in such a way that he would make 
no plans for the military protection of Jeru- 
salem? 

10. What had Hezekiah done just before 
the enemy came? Can you recall three re- 
markable words that describe the time of the 
awees coming, and which contain a message 
or us 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 572 of this issue. 





Lesson for September 23 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
teach us not to be self-reliant, but to rely 
upon thee. Strength for our weakness, pa- 
tience for impatience, trust in place of fears, 
— Lord, may these be great realities in our 
daily lives! Grant us peace in the midst of 
almost unbearable trials, and quiet trust in 
thee instead of anxious efforts to see beyond 
the horizon thou hast set about us. We have 
so often struggled to gain what thou dost 
so freely give,— power for service, and rest 
in the midst of work. May we put our 
whole case into thy’ hands! In the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Let all of us who 
feel the need of help today in a problem 
of one kind or another, just raise the 
right hand. Now think a moment, —in 
order to get that problem settled, do we 
turn first to man or to God? You needn’t 
raise your hand as to that. Don’t we often 
turn to God last? What a difference it 
would make if we turned to him first, and 
all along the way! How often we say, 
“Oh, if I only had this or that, then all 
would be well!” Let’s remember that God 
has what we need, and is so ready to give. 
When shall we learn to count upon his 
love and care! Let us pray. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, rea are asked to 


limit to ten the total for any one lesson. , 


Whom Do We Trust Most?—Woe to 
them that go down to Egypt for help; and 
stay on horses, and trust in chariots, ... 
and in horsemen, ... but they look not unto 
the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the 
Lord! (Isa. 31:1.) A mature Christian 
man who has served the Lord truly and 
effectively for many years writes to a 
friend about a new work and new experi- 
ences that he is having. He says: “What 
a change! I think, also, that I am going 
to enjoy resting wholly on the Lord for 
daily needs. I never did it before in my 
life. I do not know where the rent for 
next month is coming from, but I am not 
worried at all. I am wondering why I 
have always slept better when some big 
(financial) man underwrites me, and a bit 
nervous when only the Lord says he will 
supply all my needs! Aren’t Christians 
funny ?”—From an editorial in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by John Hazlett, 
St. Louis, Ill. 


A Sermon in Insurance Rates.—But 
they look not unto the Holy One of Is- 
rael, neither seek the Lord! (v. 1.) Any- 
one would be foolish to contend that the 
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mere reading of the Bible in our public 
schools would revolutionize the morals of 
a nation over night. It seems equally un- 
wise to assert it would make no improve- 
ment in a generation. The burglary insur- 
ance rate is $12 per thousand in Boston; 
$22 in New York, and $27.50 in Chicago. 
Is there any connection between these fig- 
ures and the fact that the Bible has been 
read daily in the public schools of Boston 
for sixty-five years, for twenty-two years 
in New York, and excluded for thirty 
years from the schools in Chicago?—From 
The Dearborn Independent. Sent by AIl- 
bert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. Prize illus- 
tration, 


Why He Wasn’t Afraid.—He will de- 
liver it; ... he will preserve tt (v. 5). In 
the old slave days, says the Home Herald, 
there was a colored man who was a faith- 
ful Christian, and his master often tried 
to bother him. “Sam, aren’t you afraid 
the Devil will get you?” “No, massa, not 
a bit afraid he will get me.” “But,” said 
the master, “isn’t the Devil much stronger 
than you?” “Oh, yes, massa, Devil much 
stronger than me.” “But aren’t you afraid 
he will get you?” “No, massa.” “Why 
not, if he’s so much stronger than you?” 
“Because, massa, just as soon as I see the 
Devil getting after me, I simply look up 
there and say, ‘Lord, look after your prop- 
erty.’ An’ I believe the Lord am able to 
look after his property.”—From the Cyclo- 
pedia of Religious Anecdotes, by Lawson. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Kansas City, 
Mo. 
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“THE SEA IS HIS, AND HE MADEIT” was: 


hollow of His hand’ 


Isa.40:12. i 
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When the Missionaries Prayed.—So 
Sennacherib..king of Assyria departed (v. 
37). The missionaries at a certain Chinese 
mission were ordered by the British lega- 
tion to leave Sanyuan because of the dan- 
gers from conflicting soldiery, “Carts were 
ordered, and all was ready to start the next 
day. Then it came over the missionaries 
that it would be dishonoring God to go to 
a place of safety, leaving their flock ex- 
posed. Soa prayer meeting was held, with 
the result that the carts were sent away 
and they stayed. They were kept in peace 
of mind, although a robber band, a thou- 
sand strong, was marching on the city and 
was within twelve miles. Then came a 
terrific downpour of rain, such as had not 
been known for years, scattering the -ob- 
bers and making the roads impassable.” 
It was a small scale representation of the 
story of Sennacherib’s host—From The 
Expositor. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, 
Petersburg, Va. 


The Spring Within.—Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee (Golden Text). In some old cas- 
tles are found deep wells meant to supply 
the garrison in time of siege. An aque- 
duct bringing water from without would be 
at the mercy of the enemy. But the foe 
has no power over the well inside. The 
peace the world seeks depends on one’s 
surroundings, and in time of trouble its 
source is cut off; but the peace of Christ 
is a spring inside—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto. 
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.“Whattimelam % 
a afraid; I- will 
trust in Thee” 


Psaim 56:3 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriAL: A silver dollar. 











WONDER how many of you can tell 

me what is printed on a silver dollar. 
On one side we find “E Pluribus Unum,” 
and on the other “United States of Amer- 
ica,” and “In God We Trust.” 

When our states were first formed into 
a government, that was really true. They 
did trust in God. But it is no longer 
true of the American nation, Great pros- 
perity and wealth have turned their hearts 
away from God. America trusted in her 
wealth and suddenly her whole financial 
system seemed to collapse. Just now she 
is trusting in the wisdom and ability of 
those in power. However great this may 
be, it is not going to be sufficient for 
America to rest securely on, for men are 
human, and they fail. In some future 
day, America may depend on her army 
and navy and air forces, but no matter 
how efficient and brave they may be, they 
are not a secure foundation for America. 

Isaiah tells us of Hezekiah’s superb trust 
in God, when Jerusalem was surrounded 
by the army of the conquering Assyrian. 
God honored that faith by a mighty mir- 
acle and deliverance. 

Oh, that we might see those in author- 
ity turning to God for guidance and direc- 
tion! Will you not, every one of you, 
pray for our beloved country, that we as 
a nation may put our trust again in God? 

Mopesto, Cat, 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Uncle Sam the Prodigal.—W oe to them 
that go down to Egypt for help . . . and 
trust in chariots,... and in horsemen,... 
neither seck the Lord! (Isa. 31:1.) As 
I write this note our rulers seem to be 
doing this very thing. It is the summer 
of 1932. The political pot is beginning to 
simmer and will soon be in full boil. The 
metaphor is apt, for both parties are “wet.” 
Thousands are out of employment and 
out of income. Unemployed ex-soldiers 
are encamped at Washington lobbying for 
their “bonus.” They have their hangers- 
on who were never in the war, and who 
yell the loudest. 

Are the rulers at Washington “going 
down to Egypt for help” or are they “seek- 
ing the Lord’? Thoughtful men have 
been asking the President to do as Presi- 
dent Wilson did: call the nation to a sea- 
son of fasting and prayer. Make it national 
as an earlier President did for Thanks- 
giving. One of the members of the cabi- 
net writes me, “The President is waiting 
until the country gets into the mood.” 

The President and those around him, by 
the very nature of his exalted position, 
does not come in touch with the “great 
common people” except by hearsay and 
little of that. They hob-nob and dine in 
Washington “society.” And “society” in 
our cities does not go as strong on prayer 
meetings as on some other things that 
can be named. 

I suggested to the cabinet officer with 
whom I corresponded (whose son was up 
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at Rock Run Sunday school awhile ago) 
that he call the President’s attention to 
the fact that our Uncle Sam had turned 
out to be a Prodigal Son. He spent. his 
substance down in Egypt in riotous living. 
He is among the husks. When he will 
arise and say, “I will arise and go to my 
father, and say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against hcaven, and before thee” 
then the Father can give him the kiss of 
forgiveness, put the robe of prosperity 
around his shoulders, the ring of trust on 
his finger, the shoes of industry on his feet, 
and have the “party” (Luke 15: 11-24). 
(P. S.—The President above was Mr. 
Hoover. When Mr. Roosevelt came in I 
suggested to him, his cabinet, and Speaker 
of the House that the motto on the coins 
be made more than a stamp and the ex- 
ample of Presidents Lincoln and Wilson 
be followed and the nation called to prayer. 
I received courteous replies from all but 
one cabinet, officer. Look around you. 


Are we out of the “hole” or deeper in 
the “hole” ?) 


The Long V?zion.—As birds flying, so 
will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem 
(v. 5). About 8.30 every night, winter 
and summer, a great “bird” flying east- 
ward passes over “El Nidito” where I sit 
writing or reading. In winter he carries 
a light, and if it were not for the sound 
of the engine one might think he was a 
meteor. When I hear him coming I step 
out on the open porch of my upstairs 
library and wave my handkerchief and 
put up the little prayer, “O God, watch 
over and take care of my bird-man as 
he carries the air mail for Uncle Sam.” 
No, my flying man neither sees my waving 
nor knows I pray for him every night 
he passes over. But God knows, which is 
all that matters. 

In a few years I expect our grandchil- 
dren will be up in the air as unconcerned 
at 100 to 200 miles an hour as we are 
out on the roads at 50 to 60 miles an 
hour. And the autos killing their drivers 
by the hundreds every month. I want 
some one to pray for Bill and Graham 
and Elizabeth Jane as they go flying aloft 
after I am gone to where the inhabitants 
ride and fly upon the wings of the wind 
(2 Sam: 22:22). 

The text has suggested these airplane 
reflections, for the “birds flying” could 
well defend Jerusalem with their drop- 
ping bombs and gases. Could also destroy 
Jerusalem. I heard a Bible teacher one 
time speaking on the Book of Isaiah, and 
he pointed out that Isaiah 35:8 was a 
prophecy of the railroad from Joppa to 
Jerusalem. The text certainly describes 
the steam railway all right. “Follow the 
railroad, and you can’t miss the way” is 
a direction weil known to every motorist 
who goes touring. Also to every bird man, 

It may well be that the prophet who 
got a vision of Calvary (Isa. 53) might 
also get a vision of our railroads and fly- 
ing machines some 29 (?) centuries far- 
ther along. God gave his old servants a 
long sight down the ages. Job, for ex- 
ample, could see a great coming event 
(Job 19:25, 26). 


The Way to Lick ’Em.—Then the ange] 
of the Lord went forth, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians ... when they arose 
early in the morning . . . they were all 
dead (37:35). God just took his finger 
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and wiped out the Assyrians as we do a 
small destroying bug. These destroying 
Assyrians prompted solely by robbery had 
a way. of descending upon-God’s people 
like grasshoppers (Judg. 6:5). 

Referring to the former paragraph about 
flying machines, this is a way God could 
have protected Jerusalem from the As- 
sytian invaders. Just fly over them and 
drop a cloud that would smother and kill. 
But God has a fine way of handling an 
enemy, 

In Elisha’s day he smote the enemy with 
temporary blindness. Then Elisha, God’s 
almoner, showed the world a sure way to 
get rid of war. Instead of having the 
Syrians all dead men, they arose in the 
morning all hungry men. Instead of cold 
steel (or bronze) they got hot coffee, ham 
and eggs, buttered toast with marmalade 
—or whatever made a good breakfast in 
that day and land. 

Listen, ye Rulers, to the Book: “And 
he prepared great provision for them: and 
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent 
them away. ... So the bands of Syria 
came no more into the land of Israel.” 
You find this in 2 Kings 6:23. Now turn 
to Romans 12:20 and read the Holy 
Spirit’s way. Here it is: “If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head.” Behold the 
results of the World War, and no wonder 
the Devil grins at fool men. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Hezekiah receives a letter of bad 
news. 


2. Hezekiah’s prayer, 
3. God sends a message to Hezekiah. 
4. God fulfills his promise. 











HO remembers King Hezekiah? 

Yes, the king who sent letters of 
good news to the people of Israel, bidding 
them come and worship in the house of 
God, which he had opened and repaired. 
Today we are going to hear how he re- 
ceived a letter which contained bad: news, 
for it was from an enemy. 

Outline briefly the contents of this let- 
ter (Isa, 37: 10-13; Lesson Material: vs. 
14-36). 

What did King Hezekiah do? He did 
the wisest thing anyone could do: he went 
and told God all about it. You see, he 
knew that what our Memory Verse says 
is true: “The Lord will hear when I 
call unto him” (Psa. 4:3b). Let us see 
how he prayed. Yes, we may know, for 
God has written it down for us. 

Read verses 14-20 twice through, the first 
time to the children, and the second time 
all together. Point out that Hezekiah 
exalted God, and gave glory to his name, 
before making his request. True prayer 
always begins with praise. There is a 
strong note of faith, too, in this model 
prayer. See what he said of idols! (v. 
19.) Hezekiah linked himself with the 
true God, and said that the enemy spake 
proudly against Him. “O Lord our God,” 
he said, “save us.” 

















Lesson for September 23 


Did God answer Hezekiah? Yes, he 
sent Isaiah, about whom we talked last 
week, to him with a message (vs. 21-35). 

Where the Bible words are difficult, tell 
the children simply in your own words. 
Point out that God knew very much more 
about the enemy than Hezekiah did, for 
he even knew his thoughts! He told Heze- 
kiah about the enemy’s proud boasting 
(v. 24). He knew all about him (v. 28). 
The enemy had said, “I will,” but God’s 
“IT will” (v. 29) was stronger, and what 
God said came to pass, as it always does! 
Let us read verse 36 all together. 

“The angel of the Lord went forth, and 
smote.” Compare Psalm 34:7: “The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” 

“The angel of the Lord” is thought by 
many Bible students to be the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. Whether this be so, or 
not, it is certain that “the angel of the 
Lord” is an enemy to those who do not 
belong to God, but a mighty protector to 
those who do. 

Have you come to God through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and become his child? (Show 
John 1:12 to any child who is uncer- 
tain.) If you have, how lovely to know 
that wherever you are, day and night, 
“the angel of the Lord” is encamped 
around you, to protect you and keep you 
safe! 

Expression Work 

Tell the children of answers to prayer, 
personal experiences if possible, preferably 
any cases of spec?al deliverance; and en- 
courage the little ones to tell you of an- 
swers to prayer which they have received, 

York, Ene. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
13. A prophet leading kings: 
1. Isaiah advises Ahaz. 
2. Isaiah advises Hezekiah. 
3. Isaiah’s advice proves goqgd! 

















HE same “leader for God” of whom 

your girls learned a great lesson in 
true worship last week is the central figure 
in this week’s study—Isaiah. A long 
time and in many and wonderful ways 
did Isaiah counsel his people, as king after 
king came and went during his years of 
service as the voice of God to his people 
of Judah. The whole situation is too long 
and complicated for one lesson for your 
young girls, with their “scrappy” knowl- 
edge of Hebrew history (very likely!), 
but they can grasp the two occasions cited 
in the above lesson plan. 


1. Two kings plotting war against a 
third, one far less strong than either of 
them. Small wonder that “his heart trem- 
bled, and the heart of his people, as the 
trees of the forest tremble with the wind.” 
But this weak king, Ahaz of Judah, had 
a prophet of God Most High in his midst 
and on his side; and from this prophet, 
Isaiah, came a message of strength that 
quieted his fears against those “two tails 
of firebrands,” the kings of Syria and 
Israel (Ephraim). “Thus saith the Lord,” 
Isaiah sent word, “It shall not stand, 
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neither shall it come to pass”—and it 
did not! 


2. Did the good King Hezekiah recall 
this comfort from the Lord by Isaiah, when 
his heart and people, too, were trembling 
with fear before another king of Assyria, 
the great Sennacherib? He, too, like 
Ahaz, had a message from Isaiah (our 
lesson passage for this week) warning 
him of the folly of trusting in an alliance 
with Egypt, with its chariots and horse- 
men, who were but “men and not God” 
in whom alone they could put their trust 
with certainty of deliverance. Read aloud 
to your girls the exact words of verse 8 
(chapter 31) that they may note how 
exactly God’s promise was fulfilled when 
Sennacherib actually brought his hosts 
against Jerusalem. 

Now, either you, or some good story 
teller among your girls, should tell the 
ever dramatic story of chapters 36 and 37, 
which close with the literal fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy — for indeed it was not 
by the sword of man that this mighty 
army met utter defeat, and its remnant 
fled in terror! 


3. Help your girls to think much of the 
evidence that Hezekiah did listen to Isa- 
iah when he lifted up his prayer for the 
remnant of his people that were left (37: 
4) and spread that fierce and insulting let- 
ter out before the Lord, in his Temple. 
His must have been the true prayer which 
always reaches God’s ear and claims an 
answer. Note his words (vs. 16-20), and 
help your girls to realize that his life 
was consistent with them— as Isaiah had 
taught must be true of acceptable wor- 
ship. Read aloud Isaiah’s very words of 
assurance (vs. 6, 7) before you read their 
complete fulfillment (vs. 36, 37). 

So did God prove himself the ruler of 
nations, and uphold those in perfect peace 
who trusted in him. 


Home Study 


Surely even young girls will love to 
read some of Isaiah’s beautiful words, 
this week. Suggest that they try Chap- 
ters 40, 53, 55, 60, and 65. 

Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Horse. 


Discussion: Name the latest substitutes 
for the horse. Also, in what departments 
of life is the horse still useful? 


Objective: Put your trust in the Lord. 


AY, fellows, that beautiful animal, the 

horse, has been a factor in the life 
of man since the early ages. The horse 
has injected himself into most phases of 
human endeavor. He has played a promi- 
nent part in agriculture, in commerce, in 
industry, in travel, in sport, in social life, 
and in war. He is very much in litera- 
ture, in poetry, and in art. He has figured 
in romance, in tragedy, and in the com- 
monplace. He is useful, he is strong, he 
is swift, he is beautiful—and he ranks 
high among dumb animals in intelligence. 

The prophet Isaiah in his warning to 
the kings of Judah is reminding us that 
it is easy to be deceived in the value of 
horses (and in those things which are 
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superseding horses!) Strong and swift 
and beautiful as they may be, yet a “horse 
is a vain thing for safety; neither shall 
he deliver any by his great strength” (Psa. 
33:17). “Woe to them that go down to 
Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and 
trust in chariots, because they are many; 
and in horsemen, because they are very 
strong; but they look not unto the Holy 
One of Israel, neither seek the Lord!” 
(iG, SEs i.) 

It was not until Solomon’s time that 
horses began to figure very much in the 
history of Israel. He had “forty thou- 
sand stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen” (1 Kings 4: 
26). This was in spite of the fect that 
God had plainly forbidden it in Deuter- 
onomy 17: 16—“But he [your king] shall 
not multiply horses to himself, nor cause 
the people to return to Egypt, to the end 
that he should multiply horses.” David 
his father was more careful, for when he 
won a great battle against Hadadezer, the 
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SAVE THE DREN 


A sure way to the child’s heart is through the eye. T 
Seeing Truth Packets. ‘they contain the objects use 
and full directions. Send 18 cents for sample and our 
lists of Gos Object Lessons, Books, etc. Seeing 
Truth Co.,330 E. Thompson St., Sta. K, Phila., Pa. 


MOTHER RUTH 


Whose most helpful answers to girls’ actual questions 
appearing regularly in 7he S. S. 7imes has put much of. 
this valuable material into a book — Gir/s’ 
Today — 224 pages, closely indexed, cloth covers, $1.50 
plus ro cents postage to any address in the world. 7hzs 
volume of wholesome, Christian counsel never more 
needed than today! Money back in a week, if found not 
to contain value of the price and much more! 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 
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Equilibrium 
twang —a swish — and the 
arrow is on its way. 


One of the more recently introduced 
athletic diversions at Wheaton is archery 
—not for archery’s sake, but because of 
what it represents in the impartial de- 
velopment of Christian young men and 
women. The trained eye — the steady 
hand — the poised judgment — the 
sense of distance and of wind — all 
these are but incidental to the symmetri- 
cal training of the man and all his 
powers. To such training Wheaton is 
bending her utmost energies. 

The athletic field —the study table — 
the prayer room — and many other factors — all 


are bent to a“single purpose: the full rounding 
out of the Wheaton man’s preparation for success. 


Friends everywhere are sharing in the 
work of Christian education at “Wheaton with 
gifts of various kinds, and by committing their 
sons and daughters to her care. An attractive 
annuity arrangement is also available which 
yields the donor an annual income for life. 
It will pay you to investigate. 











For complete data 
write—Office of 
the Vice Presi- 
dent, Box T 934 
W heaton College, 
W heaton, Ill. 
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king of Zobar, capturing several thousands 
of horses, David houghed all the horses, 
except enough to draw one hundred char- 
iots (2 Sam. 8:4). The strength of 
heathen armies was often measured by the 
number of horsemen; and King Rehoboam 
heard the terrifying news that Shishak 
the king of Egypt was coming up against 
him with an army that included 60,000 
horsemen and 1,200 chariots. 

But the Lord wanted his people to rely 
upon the arm of the Lord and not upon 
horses and chariots to win their battles. 
“As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts 
defend Jerusalem; defending also he will 
deliver it; and passing over he will pre- 
serve it” (Isa. 31:5). 

Now, fellows, what is the difference to- 
day? Well, the horse is still beautiful and 
still useful; but as an asset in war, the 
horse has dropped away down in the scale. 
Now, instead, there are tanks, and air- 
planes and submarines and warships and 
long range guns; and even they will soon 
be made obsolete by poisonous gases — and 
what not, and what not, as time goes on! 

But God’s power is the same yesterday, 
today and forever (see Heb. 13:8). I 
would rather put my trust in a Power 
that can never be matched; wouldn’t you, 
fellows? Just as war weapons are super- 
seded, so are the books of science super- 
seded. Yet men and nations continue to 
commit the folly of trusting in the latest 
“discovery” which today is, and tomorrow 
is out of date. Two boys went out in a 
“non-sinkable” rowboat near my home last 
week. Though they could not swim, they 
got into a friendly scuffle in the boat, so 
sure they were it would stay afloat even 
though capsized. It did capsize, and when 
they clung to it, it went down with them 
and they lost their lives before help could 
reach them. There were punctures in the 
air-tight compartments. They were de- 
ceived as to the safety of that boat — fatally 
deceived. 

And so are you and I letting the Devil 
deceive us when we put our trust in horses, 
or airplanes, or poison gases; they are not 
what they are cracked up to be. Tomor- 
row there will be something to match these 
things and more than match them. 

But the Lord God can never be matched. 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass” 
(Psa. 37:5). 

Greensboro, N. C. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 23) 


1. Compare Isaiah 36 and 37 with 2 Kings 
18: 13 through 19: 37; and Micah 4: 1-5 with 
Isaiah 2: 2-4. 

2. In Deuteronomy 17:16 the Lord for- 
bids the king to “multiply horses.” 

3. Solomon had forty thousand stalls of 
horses (1 Kings 4: 26). 

4. “An horse is a vain ——, for safety: 
neither shall he deliver any by his great 
strength (Psa. 33:17). 


5. They proposed to put the son of Tabeal 
on the throne (Isa. 7:6), thus doing away 
with the line of David. This was Satan’s 
plan, to destroy the promise of a Redeemer 
King through the line of David. But God’s 
promise must stand and he prevented it in 
spite of the wicked King Ahaz (Isa. 7: 7). 

6. God in his grace frequently granted 
supernatural signs as an encouragement, show- 
ing that he would bring victory in hard cir- 
cumstances (see 2 Kings 8: 8-11). Ahaz was 
set on appealing to Assyria for help, and he 


September 8, 1934 








The NEW YORK 
JEWISH MISSION 


Thomas M. Chalmers, Director 
Devotes its energies to Gospel work among 
the Two Million Jews of Greater New York. 
Its activities include regular preaching to 
men and women, a successful Mothers’ 
Meeting for over 26 years, classes for boys 
and girls, and a special work among Jewish 
students. Its organ is the 


JEWISH MISSIONARY MAGAZINE 
bi-monthly, 32 pages. One Dollar (out- 
side U. S., $1.25). 


Address, 2654 Marion Ave., New York City 























SUMMER SPENDS 
SEPTEMBER 


AT CHALFONTE-HADDON HALL 





September days are the best 
in all the year at these friendly 
hotels by the sea. The white 
beach at our door sparkles with 
gay cabanas. The surf is tem- 
perate and unusually stimulat- 
ing. Stretched leisurely on the 
sand, you may acquire a true 
midsummer tan, and at mid- 
day, lunch in your bathing togs 
at our smart Surf Club Grill. 

The Boardwalk, too, is adja- 
cent, inviting you to a bracing 
stroll or roll past its countless 
enticing shops. Summer sports 
await nearby on every golf 
course, tennis court, and inlet. 
Within the hotels themselves 
entertainment and repose con- 
tinue at their well-accustomed 
pace. Concerts, and diverting 
game rooms to challenge your 
more active moments. Health 
baths, lazy Ocean Decks and 
cheerful, quiet rooms when 
you crave relaxation. Marvel- 
ous meals three times a day 
which you'll relish no matter 
what your mood. 


Don’t believe a word about 
summer's being over. Come 
down soon and let us prove it 
has just reached its prime. Mod- 
erate rates. American and 
European plans, 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
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Lesson for September 23 


knew if he accepted a supernatural sign he 
would have to turn from that plan. 


7. The policy of political independence for 


Judah, avoiding an alliance with heathen 
nations, like Egypt. 

8. Judah, Israel, Syria, Assyria, Egypt, 
Babylon, Philistia, Moab, Ethiopia, yre 


(chaps. 13 to 23). 


9. Hezekiah did everything possible to de- 
fend Jerusalem, stopping the fountains that 
might have supplied Assyria, building forti- 
fications, gathering weapons, preparing his 
warriors (2 Chron. 32: 1-8). 


10. It was “after . . . this faithfulness” 
of Hezekiah toward God, in leading the won- 
derful revival, that Sennacherib came. G 
often tests us after faithfulness in order to 
give yet greater victory (2 Chron. 32:1). 


What Hinders Our Prayers ? 


(Concluded from the second page) 


ness or spirituai lethargy we “let down” 
on our end of the line. Such withdrawal 
of prayer lessens or limits the operation 
of divine energy, and thus our prayers are 
hindered. 


4. Little sins in the life instantly close 
our access to the throne of grace, and the 
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other cause frustrates the prayers of God’s 
most consecrated children. Subtle sug- 
gestions that “it can’t be done” or “won't 
be done,” that we have prayed much and 
conditions remain unchanged, that it is use- 
less to pray longer, and the like, grip us, 
sap our faith, and a cloud of doubt looms 
so large before us that we lose sight of 
the power of God. We do well at such 
times to reread Job, and Daniel 10, until 
we see the enemy, and then read John 14 
and 15, and scores of other rich promises, 
until we see God. With our eyes off cir- 
cumstances and on God and his Word, our 
faith grows strong and steady, and we learn 
the art of appropriating, claiming faith. 
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ro GHRISTMAS GARD 
SALESP 


Self our lovely Scripture-Text Christmas folders. 
Be first in your [oer to earn generous profits 
by showing our big value “Sunshine” parchment 
folder assortment for Christmas. Enthusiastically 
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this exclusive Religious line. Easy to sell these 
new, artistic designs with radiant silver highlights. 
Write forFree illustrated circular and 
explaining our new and different offer on $1.00, 75c 
and 50c rtments with and without Bible verses. 
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Course for only $3.20. 
This wonderful new 


- Secure a Scofield Reference Bible and all 
its wonderful helps and a Year’s Bible 


combination of a 


Spirit no longer prays through us. The 
Spirit of God is most sensitive to the heart 
condition of every saint. Even little sins 
grieve him, and quench his working, and 


Bible and a year’s course of study pro- 
vides all the materials you need for an 
enjoyable, thorough and profitable year’s 
work with the Bible. NOW is a fine 





break our free access to Heaven, for sin 
cannot enter the presence of God’s holi- 
ness. An outburst of temper, a spirit of 
fault-finding and criticism, any little root 
of bitterness in the heart, brooding over an 
injustice or other iajuries and unkindnesses, 
a spirit of selfishness, of carelessness, of 
worldliness, self-will, a wrong motive even 
about a right thing, and imperfect yielded- 
ness to the will of God — any one of these 
will hinder our prayers and make them 
futile. Sin, no matter how small or ob- 
scure in its outcropping, must be honestly 
dealt with. There must be contrition, con- 
fession, and a resolute putting away of sin 
before our prayers can go through to frui- 
tion. 

5. 4. short-sighted vision hinders the 
measure of our prayers, both as to area 
and time. We must not overlook our 
homes, our churches, our denominational 
interests, but we must see more than these. 
We must see beyond creeds, color, terri- 
torial borders, and racial customs. We 
must see man, man’s need, and God’s suffi- 
ciency for that need. We must see beyond 
this earth and into the heavenlies, where 
spiritual forces of evil and spiritual forces 
of righteousness are each struggling for 
ascendency in the heart of man. We 
must have a vision of. the glorious, 
risen, triumphant Son of God, to whom all 
power is given and who ultimately will put 
all enemies under his feet. This victory 
is not accomplished in a moment, and we 
must learn to look from the dawn of Crea- 
tion down through the path of time, along 
the road of the cross and its triumph, on 
into the ages to come, when God shall 
“gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth.” Such a vision will give a scope 
to our prayers in harmony with the work- 
ings of God, and with the eyes of our un- 
derstanding thus enlightened, we shall know 
“what is the exceeding greatuess of his 
power to usward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power.” 


6. A weak or fluctuating faith hinders 
our prayers. Perhaps this more than any 
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“These Cards Win Children 
Heart and Soul for the 
Sunday School!” 


UNDAY SCHOOLS THAT GROW 
AND THRIVE are alive always to the 
problem of attendance building. Here is a 

plan which has not been su 
children now on the roll, an 
members—a plan, time tried and tested in 
years by thousands of progressive Sunday 
Superintendents and teachers alike 
testify that they cannot be equaled for use 
among Beginner, Primary, and 3 


HOW THEY WORK: 
class is provided with a card, and for each 
Sunday he is present and on time he is 
awarded a small gummed seal—a rabbit, kit- 
ten, chicken, pony, airplane—or whatever seal 
is appropriate for the card being used. The 
youngster sticks the seals to his card (often in 
amusing positions), and at the end of the 
period the number of seals on the cards in- 
dicates the Sundays present and on time. The 
card is then given to the pupil as a souvenir. 
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the rest of the class.) Multiply the 
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ber of Sundays you intend to use the 
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By P. B. FITZWATER, D.D. 
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Director General Ceurse, Moody Bible Institute 

The author shows that the Incarnation of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ was not an afterthought, because 
of the appearance of sin in the human race, but was in- 
cluded in the original plan of the universe. He boldly 
declares that God would have incorporated Himself 
with the race even though sin had not entered. 

This book should be read by every believer in order 
to establish his faith, and then placed in the hands of 
every one who questions the Deity of Christ. It is 
convincing and unanswerable. Pass it on! 

79 pages, Art Stock covers, 30¢ ; Cloth covers, 60c. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 30. Worth-While Aims for the Year 
Ahead. Phil. 3:13, 14. (Rally Day. Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 





Sunday, September 23 


Basic Virtues: Good Will 
(Gen. 13 : 8, 9) 





Mon.—Good will to all (Rom. 12: 17-21). 
Tues.—Practical good will (Rom. 14 : 1-13). 
Wed.—Limited good will (Prov. 24 : 29). 
Thurs.—Bigheartcd good will (Matt. 25 : 31- 


4v). 
Fri.—Perfect good will (Matt. 5 : 43-48). 
Sat.—Gocd will to the last (Luke 23 : 34). 











Is good will the same as loving our enemies? 
Why? 


Can we have gvod will if we have no respect 
for the convictions of others? 

Can we have good will if we feel superior to 
others? Why? 

T WAS the night before Christmas in 

Flanders, during the World War. The 
big guns on a certain sector were strangely 
silent, and the men on both sides of the 
narrow strip of “no man’s land” were tense 
and apprehensive of an impending attack. 
Suddenly a clear, tenor voice was heard 
singing : 

Stille nacht, heilige nacht, 

Alles schlaf, einsam wacht. 
It was the beautiful “Silent Night,” sung 
by a German lad. 

The men in the English trenches lis- 
tened spellbound. At the end of the verse 
a spontaneous applause broke out, and the 
lad was compelled to sing verse after verse 
in the darkness. 

But the tenseness was gone, and in its 
place came a sense of fellowship and an 
assurance that for one night at least, there 
would be no surprise attack. The mem- 
ory of the Christ Child, who came so long 
ago to bring good will to earth, had 
brought good will to the trenches. 

wf 

And wherever Christ is admitted to the 
hearts of men he brings good will, — not 
a mere disposition to wish no evil, but a 
positive spirit of good toward others. 
Christ produces good will in our hearts 
by giving us sympathy for others. He 
enables us, not to pity, but to understand 
something of the trials and difficulties of 
others and to make allowances for them. 


ge 
He teaches us gentleness toward others, 
as we learn from his Word and from his 
own gracious dealing with us how gentle 
and forgiving he is. 


He teaches us forbearance and sympathy 
for others as he shows us our own fail- 
ings and sin. When we once get a glimpse 
of our own blackness against his purity 
and holiness, we have little desire to be 
overbearing or intolerant of the shortcom- 
ings of others. 

w 

We may learn from the Word a good 
will to others by practicing the courtesy 
and regard he always exhibited toward 


September 8, 1934 


those who differed widely from him in un- 
derstanding of God. Gently he led them to 
the truth, without compromising on a single 
point, and also without trampling on their 
feelings. Only with those who were hyper- 
critical did he show sternness and indigna- 
tion, 
je 

But the test of good will comes to us 
not always in calm moments or under 
favorable circumstances. Sometimes our 
good will will be tried when others wrong 
us and when by every just standard we 
could honorably take a stand for our rights. 

Such a test came to Abraham, as our 
lesson verses show. He was the head of 
the family, the leader of the expedition, 
and the elder. By every right, he could 
have claimed first choice. But he prefer- 
red to have God defend his “rights.” Did 
he lose by it? 

Why then can we not trust our “rights” 
in the hands of our heavenly Father and 
look to him to fill our hearts with such a 
good will to others that they shall see 
him in us and be drawn to him? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home 


A Boy for a Pig 


A tue story 
By Helen E. Springet 


E WAS such a little chap! And how 

bitterly he cried as the cruel man 
dragged him away from his mother and 
drove her back wailing when they reached 
the end of the African village where the 
fetishes were hung on a line of bark rope 
over the path to keep the evil spirits from 
entering the village. As if they had not 
been there from the beginning! 

Just a little chap of eight or nine years, 
with only a string for his whole suit of 
clothes, and that string was a sort of 
fetish! And all because some of the 
people of that village had stolen a pig 
from a distant village, this little slave 
had to be the fine paid. Poor little heart- 
broken chap! 

The day was long, the winds were bit- 








ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
MOTHERLESS CHILDREN? 


Do you have a used typewriter you can spare? The 
Alexander School for Motherless Children, in the foot- 
hills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North 
Carolina, a worthy institution with about 225 motherless 
children ranging in ages from one to fifteen years, has a 
number of boys and girls desiring to study typing, but 
the School has no typewriters. They need five to ten 
machines (Royal preterred). If you can help supply 
this worthy need and will send a machine direct to the 
ALEXANDER SCHOOLS, Union Mitts, Nortu 
Caro.ina, the management will be grateful to you. 


AMERICAN HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1342 R. 1, Ave., N. W., Washington, D.C. 
FUNDAMENTAL—N ONSECTARIAN—COEDUCATIONAL. 
Local—Evening classes only. Cocrenpendonce School. 
Home Reading and Family Altar Series. 

No Charges—Voluntary Contributions. 








SELL CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS 
For Christmas and Every Day—worthwhile sentiments 
—many with Bible Texts—Cards that are different—not 
found in stores. Boxed and Unboxed—Good profit— 
No investment necessary. Catalog and Sales Plans 
on Request. PBASE GREETING CARDS, Inc., 
260 Laurel Street, Dept. T, Buffalo, N. Y. 





romise to give 
IF YOU DISTINCTLY Prins the 
Sick and Aged, I will send you 10 free Gospels of 
KE with map and outline. Offeris good through Sept. 
‘LIZABETH MERRIAM, Framincuam, Mass. 
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ing-cold when it was cloudy, and the sun 
fearfully hot when it.came out from be- 
hind. the clouds. The path wound in and 
out and up and down the hills as it fol- 
lowed the course of the great Congo River 
in general. The narrow path was very 
hard, and the sharp rocks and stones hurt 
the tender little feet. They swelled, and he 
limped badly, but had to keep walking till 
they came to his master’s village. 

The next day his swollen, bruised heel 
burst, and for two years was a running 
sore, and he was cursed daily because of 
it. Poor little chap! 

One day his master heard of a Mundele 
wa Nzambe, a white man of God, who 
would pay two “eights” of calico a year 
for boys to learn black and white marks. 
He must be crazy, but then all white men 
were crazy! 

So that was how Vweba went to the 
Mission and not only learned how to make 
the black and white marks but to read 
them. Best of all he learned of a Friend 
and a Saviour. One morning the missionary 
lady saw him bounding across the yard 
with his face all aglow and asked about it. 

“Oh,” said he, “I just opened my heart 
last night and the Happy came in.” 

But a few weeks later there was a cloud 
on the usually sunny face, and no amount 
of questioning would reveal the cause. 
Then just the week before Vweba was 
to be baptized, he disappeared. The other 
school boys said that he had gone back 
to the village with his master who had 
been there that very week. 

It was a heavy blow to the missionaries, 
who loved the boy dearly. To think that 
he should go off and leave them without 
a word! And he had been so keen to be 
baptized! 

Some years passed, and the missionaries 
of Isangila were over the “big water” in 
America. Sixty miles down the river at 
Vivi another missionary was startled one 
day when a youth came to him, his clothes 
torn and his body scratched, and said sim- 
ply, “I have arrived.” It was Vweba. He 
added, “My master will not dare to come 
here, and he could not burn this house 
down and you with it, anyway.” + For that 
was what had been threatened and forced 
him to leave so suddenly. But he had been 
true to God. 

To save the missionaries’ lives he had 
gone to the village and worked hard. Then 
when he was grown strong, his master 
had him sent to the Bula Matadi to carry 
rubber. He had taken it the sixty miles 
and delivered it, and then plunged into 
the elephant bush and crawled for miles 
to the mission station at Vivi, where he 
had announced his arrival and the fact 
that he was going to stay. 

That was a long time ago. If you should 
ever visit the Mission in Angola, you would 
find a tall, handsome native who would 
tell you in excellent English or Portuguese 
that his name was John Webber. He 
might introduce you to his fine wife, Sala, 
who, by-the-by, he found at the Vivi Mis- 
sion, And he might tell you what won- 
derful grandchildren they have. 

But you would have to learn from the 
other missionaries what an exceptionally 
fine, evangelistic man this John Webber 
is. He is not only an ordained pastor and 
member of the Methodist conference, but 
he has also been a missionary in his own 
right by going off to one of the most dif- 
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‘ ORDER NOW! 
The All-Bible Graded Series 


OF SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
Edited by Clarence H. Benson 


LESSON OUTLINES You Have Longed For! New Im- 
proved series — All- Bible — Departmentally Graded — 
twelve years solid Bible Study. 

Acclaimed by Pastors and Christian Educators 
‘*The thing for which I have been searching,’’ ‘‘Doctrin- 
ally sound.’’ ‘‘ Hoped for something like this for years."’ 
‘*The Bible its foundation.”” 

This model curriculum for a real Bible School is a result 
of eight years examination of all course material by classes 
in Curriculum Making at the Moody Bible Institute. 

624 Bible Lessons 

Series covers twelve years, Primary Department through 
Senior Department. All 624lessons have been chosen to 
fit precisely the needs and understanding of unfolding 
life. The All-Bible Graded Series provides comprehen- 
sive, consecutive, complete and convincing instruction. 

Course to Conversion and Consecration 
Forty Sunday Schools in a single city area using the All- 
Bible Graded Series this fall. From coast to coast comes 
enthusiastic endorsement. Altogether 2500 Sunday 
Schools, through their Pastors, Superintendents, officers 
or teachers have written expressing their need. A pro- 
gressive Bible-loving group is committed already to the 
use of All-Bible Graded Series this autumn. Your Sun- 
day School belongs in this fellowship destined for real 
growth spiritually and numerically. 

Reserve Your Requirements Now 

This New Series is ALL BIBLE. Prophecy, Paul's 
Epistles, the Psalms, and other neglected portions find 
their rightful place in this Series. Throughout is woven 
God’s plan of salvation by grace through faith. Soul- 
winning naturally accompanies the use of these lessons 
by spiritual teachers. 

This New Series is Graded. Grading is by departments. All 
classes in the same department have the same lesson. This is a 
marked advantage over the “closely graded”” system, as most 
Christian Educators agree. 





ALL-BIBLE 
Graded Series 


The First Year, First Quarter, all Depart- 
ments, starts October 7, 1934. 
Senior Department, ages 15, 16, and 17. 
First Year, Paul’s Epistles and doctrines, 
second year, Poetica 

Prophetical books. 


Intermediate Department, a;es 12, 13, 
and 14. ‘Three years, ‘‘ What if'means to be 
a Christian,” *Praparvanion for Church Mem- 
ig ig “Bible Biography,”’ “‘ Bible Proofs,’’ 
etc. lesson cycle which fascinates and 
holds adolescent 


books, third year, 


oys and girls. 


Junior Department, ages 9, x0, and 11. A 
three year cycle devoted to Bible History and 
Bible narrative covering both Old and New 
Testaments. 


Primary Department, ages 6, 7, and 8. 

Bible centered, child adapted approach to 
od’s word. ‘God’s Love and Care.” “A 

Child’s Duty to God and His Creatures.” 


Beginners Department. Ages 4 and 5. 


Teachers’ 1 for each department. 
80 pages, 25 cents each. 





Pupils’ manual, Senior, Intermediate, and 
Junior departments, 10 cents each; Primary 
and Beginners departments, 8 cents each. 

Send stamps or coins for samples. Order 
your requirements now. 


WHAT 
about the attendance of your older boys and 
girls at Church? All-Bible Graded Series 
makes a Bible-taught Sunday School which 








will be a Church-loving Sunday School. 





Teachers and Pupils Read and Carry Own Bibles 


All-Bible Graded Series manuals show teachers and pupils how to extract the full spiritual significance from each 


lesson, dut the manuals do not contain Bible passages for the lesson. 


of each pupil carrying his own or her own Bible. 


This encourages the wholesome habit 


MAIL COUPON enclosing 10c fortopicsand & 


Scripture references of the entire All-Bible 
Graded Series, twelve years of consecutive 


g THE SCRIPTURE PRESS 
g 743 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 


Bible Study. 
Order promptly to reserve your needs. 
WRITE TO Ay. 


GENTLEMEN : Please send me bound booklet listing all topics and 
5 all Scripture references for 624 lessons of the All-BibleGraded Series, 
bo 2 to Senior Departments inclusive, for which 1 enclose toc. 

le 


. Booklet FREE with each order for manuals. List requirements 
so separate sheet and attach. Yours. 
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743 North LaSalle Street or ee ee ree ae ee er 
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7 Your Christian Education! 


Xv F[NRICH your life both spiritually and men- 
14 tally with a more thorough Bible knowledge. 
The objectives of the great D. L. Moody still live 
and are being perpetuated, and are offered to you now 
for your consideration. A practical working knowl- 
edge of the Bible is the basis of all Christian educa- 
tion—it is the essential background in the Training of 
Bible Teachers. It can be yours through one of the 15 
Home Study Courses of the Moody Bible Institute Cor- 
respondence School. Only a few minutes’ study daily 
is necessary. 





Send today for this 5 minute test. Your answer 
will indicate the course best suited to you. The 
one you need is available to you. A beautiful Free 

58-page illustrated booklet, with full information, will be 
senton request. Mail coupon today. There is no obligation. 


i 


D. L. Moody 


Fees for all courses are 
below production cost. 
Prices range from $2.50 
to $15.00. 


Mail Today! 


r MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
i Dept. 4506, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 

1 Please send me your 58-page Prospectus. 
| (0 Please send me Free 5-Minute Bible Test. 
: O I am interested in your Class Study Plan. 
| 
| 
! 
t 

















576 * 





Framed Art Miniatures 
Famous Bible Pictures 





WE TAKE great pleasure in introduc- 
ing to our many Sabbath School 
workers and friends this new series of 
Framed Art Miniatures of famous Bible 
pictures. There has been an ever increas- 
ing demand for good religious pictures to 
be used as gifts and awards for all occa- 
sions, and we are sure this new series 
will fill a long felt want. There are six 
subjects in the series, all of which are 
well known and loved by every one. The 
pictures are beautifully lithographed in 
soft-toned, pleasing colors, and are repro- 
ductions of the original paintings. Each 
picture framed in glass. The frames are 
finished in silver, and have metal hangers. 

The size of the pictures framed is 
334x4¥M% inches. All pictures are packed 
in very attractive, colored boxes. 


Order by number and title. 


No. 301—Head of Christ (Hofmann) 

No. 302—Christ in the Temple (Hofmann) 

No. 303—Christ in Geth (H 

No. 304 -The Good Shepherd (Plockhorst) 

No. 305 - Christ Blessing the Children 
(Plockhorst) 

No. 306—Sistine Madonna (Raphael) 

Price, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS each. 12 or 
more, assorted as desired, $2.50 per doz. 


RALLY DAY 


SG UMMER is with us and naturally most 
all aggressive work of the Church 
School is at its lowest ebb. However, 
time flies very quickly and it will soon 
be time to make plans for the new sea- 
son. Rally Day has grown to be one of 
the most important times in the Sunday 
School and all wide awake leaders, know- 
ing this to be true, look ahead and are 
prepared to make the most of the occa- 
sion. 


_ Our new Rally Day catalogue is ready 
for distribution and it contains many new 
and interesting items for every depart- 
ment of the Church School. 
New ANNOUNCEMENT Post Carbs 
New Rarity Day Souvenirs 
New ATTENDANCE BUILDING SCHEMES 
New Promotion CERTIFICATES 








Be sure and send for a copy of this 
catalogue before you do anything else. It 
is free for the asking and we are sure 
will help you start the season correctly. 


Our Fall Catalogue “ The Business End of a 
Sunday School” will be Ready Oct. Ist. 


Eighty Pages of Live Suggestions and Plans for 
all Departments of the Ch chool. 


FREE FOR THE ASKING. 


HAMMOND PUBLISHING CO. 


125 E. Wells St. Milwaukee, Wis. 
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ficult tribes in that Mission where he lived, 
and by testimony. and example he has won 


-large numbers. from heathenism to Jesus 


Christ, 

Among his own people, he was worth 
but a pig. But a King ransomed him, 
and he has become a prince among men.’ 

JADOTVILLE, BEeLcraAn Conoco. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
chool Lesson Committee. 


September 17 to 23 


Mon.—Isaiah 31:1-9. Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Isaiah counseled 
Hezekiah to renounce the alliance with 
Egypt. In the face of threatening inva- 
sion he boldly, at God’s bidding, cautioned 
the ruler that deliverance would come only 
through sincere reliance upon the Lord. 
His exhortations had good effect upon the 
king. The king and his people were, as 
the prophet had said, marvelously deliv- 
ered, It may be inferred from such in- 
stances as these, that national blessings 
would come if rulers today feared and 
obeyed God. Jn these troublous times pray 
for all who are in executive positions. 


Tues.—Isaiah 37: 14-20. Hezekiah’s Prayer. 
PraYeER Succestions: “The acts of Hez- 
ekiah, and his goodness, . are writ- 
ten in the vision of Isaiah” (2 Chron. 
32:32). In this passage we have but a 
fragment of them. The good king’s life 
was prolonged fifteen years in answer to 
prayer. It is a settled truth that the best 
blessings are only granted through prayer. 
One secret of Hezekiah’s prayer life is 
found in the title to the twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of Proverbs. Pray to be consistent, 
sincere, and diligent in your prayer life. 


Wed.—Psalm 51:1-13. David’s Prayer. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Sin always hides 
its sting. Temptation is always along the 
line of fleshly desires, or mental ideals, or 
spiritual interests at the point where thirst 
for these begins. It looks as inviting as 
wine that giveth its color in the cup; but 
“at the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder.” Unconfessed sin 
is an intolerable burden. David found re- 
lief and recovery when he carried out his 
resolution: “I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the Lord.” Pray to 
be kept from presumptuous sins. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 8 : 22-30. Solomon’s Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Only two of Solo- 
mon’s prayers are recorded; the one for 
wisdom and the other for the nation. We 
are not told that he lived in a state of 
prayer. Solomon’s head more than _ his 
heart comes to light in the Scriptures. 
Heaven-imparted wisdom is not alone suf- 
ficient as a safeguard against sin. A life 
of unbroken communion with God is ab- 
solutely necessary. Grace in the heart in- 
clines the soul to prayer. Pray to be con- 
formed to Christ in spirit and in practice. 


Fri.—Proverbs 1 : 24-33. Counsel Rejected. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Sin makes * men 

vain in their thoughts. At the time of the 

Flood men were all vain in their imagina- 
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tions and thoughts. This is quite gener- 
ally so today. The rejection of the coun- 
sel of the Lord at this time is due to the 
same spirit of vain conceit evidenced in 
the materialistic philosophies of the times. 
Man is great in current thought, and God 
is very little. The sad destiny of men who 
reject Christ and his wisdom is depicted in 
this passage. Is Christ wonderful in coun- 
sel to you, beloved? Pray to be kept from 
self-seeking and self-will. 
Sat.—Psalm 72 : 10-20. Kings Subject to God. 
Prayer Succestions: “All kings shall 
fall down before him” (v. 11). The pres- 
ent attitude of world rulers is described 
in the Second Psalm. But Christ must 
reign until all enemies are put under his 
feet. By faith we greet the day of Christ’s 
triumph over all his enemies. Thank God, 
that day is surely coming. Pray that your 
faith may be greater than your trials. 
Sun.--Psalm 21:1-7. Victory from God. 
Prayer Succestions: The grace and 
strength of God was David’s grand secret 
of triumph. “Thou meetest him [perma- 
nency] with the blessings of goodness” (v. 
3, marg.). But how he obtained from God 
the “blessings of goodness” is a secret open 
to every believer. That secret is faith. 
“He asked ... and thou gavest him” (v. 
4). Victory through Christ is the priv- 
ilege of every child of God. It is not “try” 
but “trust.” Can you trust him? Let 
Christ work his miracle of victory in your 
life. Pray for grace whereby to serve God 
acceptably, and his people profitably. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 
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subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
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